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Dehumanize? or “Rehumanize?” 
 
Our culture is at odds.  Deep worldview differences are the shifting seismic plates causing our society to 
quake.  In these times we must be very wise in how we think and speak and act. 
 
One choice in our day is between seeking to dehumanize or 
‘rehumanize’ (in quotes because the dictionary contains no such 
word; de=subtract; re=again).  The first choice comes easily and 
naturally; the second choice happens where the Gospel has taken 
hold and determines thoughts, words, and deeds. 
 
Whom you wish to destroy, you first must dehumanize. 
 
To dehumanize is to see some as less human than you are, making 
you incapable of feeling empathy for them and so treating them 
with compassion. 
 

 Terrorists often cover the face of their hostages, making 
them easier to kill. 

 Racists invent “science,” or rumors, or lies that give rise to 
racism and bigotry. 

 Defenders of abortion dehumanize the child in the womb 
by  thinking  of  him  or  her  as  mere  “fetal tissue”  or  “an 
unwanted pregnancy.” 

 
Recently we have seen the outcome of dehumanizing people of faith:  Muslims attacked at a New Zealand 
mosque, Jews in a California synagogue, and Christians on Easter in their Sri Lankan churches and hotels. 
(We need to know: globally on average 300 Christians are killed on account of their faith every month). 
 
In our own culture, American Christians seldom are subjected to physical violence.  But the moral beliefs 
Christians hold that flow from faith in Christ and the Word of God that creates faith are increasingly the 
hotspots for disrespect and marginalization in academia, the media, Hollywood, and activist circles. 
 
Christians dare not turn this into a political matter as if the kingdom of God comes via a political party. 
 
Clearly,  both  sides  of  the  political  spectrum  dehumanize  their  opponents.   Watch  for  that  to  increase 
substantially as the next election unfolds.  We need to scour our own hearts; it is easy to categorize people 
who  oppose  Christian  doctrine  and  morality  and  so  join  the  culture’s  slide  down  the  slippery  slope 
of dehumanization. 
 
Rather Christians are called by God to join in His work to rehumanize. 

 



 
Sin  strips  man  of  his  calling  to  bear  God’s  image  in  true  righteousness  and  holiness.   When  we  sin, 
we dehumanize ourselves and one another.  Unchecked this condition leads man into certain self-
destruction and cultural destruction.  Rather than turn His back, God entered our world in Christ to 
‘rehumanize’ mankind.  Christ does this by forgiving us our sins, giving us a new heart and re-creating us 
into the image of God we were originally intended to bear. (Ephesians 4:21-24) 
 
When we live as God’s image bearers and share the Gospel as Christ’s ambassadors, dehumanizing others 
stops.  The power to stop is the power of the Gospel.  We regard others as Christ does: people loved by 
God and for whom Christ died. 
 
Christian morality and ethical behavior is built upon Christian doctrine.  Consider:  That all human beings 
were created in the Image of God, so that harming someone is an assault on Him (Genesis 9:6; James 
3:9).  “Love your neighbor as yourself”  (Mark 12:31).  “Love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44).  “So whatever 
you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 
7:12). 
 
This does not negate standing for the Christian foundations of law, virtue, and biblical moral behavior that 
have been the bedrock of our nation’s prosperity and goodness.  It does mean that in speaking up and out 
in the public square we cannot dehumanize our opponent.  It will demand we speak on the basis of truth 
not caricature.  
 
And through all of this, we should remember that while Christians are not allowed to dehumanize others, 
to be dehumanized for Christ’s sake is a persecution that comes with a blessing (Matthew 5:11-12). 
 
Want to talk about this more?  Email me at pastor@cts.org. 
 
pk 
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SUMMER BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Sunday, 9:00 AM 
I & II Peter; begins 6/9, Celebration Hall 

 
Sunday, 10:15 AM 

Timothy & Titus; begins 6/2, Room 201 
 

Wednesday, 7:00 PM 
Gospel of John; Room 201 



 

PENTECOST CELEBRATION 
Sunday, June 9

th
  

 

       “And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, 
and it  filled  the  entire  house  where  they  were  sitting.   And  divided  tongues  
as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.  And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.”            Acts 2:1-4 

 
The miracle of Pentecost is not merely a past historical event. The Spirit’s wondrous activity 
goes on in the Church and in our lives today. 
 
Traditionally, the Church has observed this day as one of the 
most important festivals of the year.  But unlike Christmas or 
Easter, Pentecost doesn’t have the cultural attachments that 
remind us of its significance.  There are no ornamented trees, 
strings of lights, or wrapped presents to announce the season, 
no  egg-filled  baskets  or  Easter  lilies  to  proclaim  the  day.   
Without  cultural  traditions  behind  it,  we  may  wonder  how  
to celebrate Pentecost.  Is it really as important as the other 
days?  Why do we observe Pentecost at all?  
 
The  Church  celebrates  the  Festival  of  Pentecost  as  the 
fulfillment and conclusion of the Easter season.  The name 
Pentecost originally referred to the Jewish Festival of Weeks, 
the time of thanksgiving for first-fruits and the ingathering of the 
harvest (Exod. 34:22).  The Christian Church retained the name 
to mark the completion of the 50-day period after Easter—and 
the first in-gathering of believers into the Church. 
 
On Pentecost, Christians remember the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  We recall how a 
humble fisherman, filled with the Spirit, boldly proclaimed Jesus Christ crucified and risen from 
the dead.  We give thanks that a multitude of hearers repented and believed.  Three thousand 
people, from all over the world, were baptized and received the gift of the Spirit.  Sent by God 
the Father, and by His Son, Jesus Christ, the Spirit came to continue the Father’s work on earth. 
 
The  Spirit’s  activity  continues  today.   Through  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  Baptism, 
the  Holy  Spirit  calls  and  gathers  believers  to  Christ  and  His  Church.   This  gracious  work 
is ongoing; it is not yet completed in our lives. The Spirit works among people of every nation 
and language—among all to whom the Church is sent to proclaim the Gospel.  For this reason, 
Christians pray for the continued outpouring of the Spirit and for the fulfillment of His sanctifying 
work. 
 
At CTS on Pentecost, our Sanctuary will be adorned in the festive color red, representing the 
strength and fire of “the Lord and Giver of Life.”  Woven throughout our worship services will be 
Spirit-filled hymns and songs and we encourage you to wear red on Pentecost!   
 
I  can’t  wait  to  worship  with  you  on  June 9

th
  as  we  discover  much  more  about  Pentecost 

and celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives! 
 
Shelley 
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SR Mission Trip to Guatemala:  June 1-8 

The   CTS   team   of   20   youth   and   adults   will   travel   to 

Panajachel, Guatemala to serve with CTS mission partner 

Porch de Salomon.  The team will assist with the building of a 

concrete block home for an indigenous Guatemalan family.  

Please pray for the team members going on this mission trip 

and  especially for the families we will serve (see below): 

 Addison Ambrose  Andrew Thomason 

 Madelyn Barron  Jackson Vagner 

 Morgan Consoli  Alex Worrel 

 Olivia Grieger  Judy Ambrose 

 Cal Hendricks  Joe Hendricks 

 Aaron Newkirk  Vicki Lane 

 Michaela Prevallet Maria Malo 

 Aaron Redmon  Aileen Redmon 

 Robert Redmon  Pastor Aaron 

 Carter Stueve  Randy Potts 
 

The  families  that  we  will  get  to  know  and  work  with  in 

Guatemala are below.  We pray God’s protection over them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School Youth to Doe River  

Adventure Quest Camp:  June 16-21 

The  Middle School youth will travel to Doe River Gorge in 

Hampton, TN to participate in Adventure Quest Camp 2019.  

Please  pray  that  our  young  people  will  grow  in  their  faith 

in Jesus and in relationship to one another. 
 

 Noah Barron  Antonio Razon 

 Avery Barron  Celia Razon 

 Ian Chapman  Riley Setzer 

 Evan Consoli  Anna Vagner 

 Rebekah Harshaw Daniel Worrel 

 Lauren Pereira  Julie Razon 

 JJ Potts   Randy Potts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SR Youth to National Youth Gathering 

Minneapolis, MN:  July 11-15 

The following High School youth will participate in the National 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN along with some 30,000 

other Lutheran youth.  The theme is Real. Present. God.  We 

look   forward   to   hearing   a   report   on   all   they   learned  

and experienced.  
 

 Elena Braun  Noah Prevallet 

 Daniel Eberbach  Olivia Prevallet 

 Marissa Eberbach Andrew Thomason 

 Thomas Kan  Mike Prevallet 

 Amber Kelley  Sade Tramble 

 Jacob Magnon  Randy Potts 

Familia de  

Juana Quisquina (32) 

Joel Cuy Quisquina (4) 

Mariano Julajuj (69) 

Lucia Panjoy (63) 

Maria Guarcax (37) 

Familia de  

Francisca Bocel Julajug (45) 

Juan Chopen Bocel (23) 

Irma Chopen Bocel (12) 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
 

June 10 - 14, 9:00 - 11:30 am 
 

Have you registered yet?  We welcome your children and their friends!  
For Ages:  4 years - rising 5th graders 

Cost: $15.00/child for the week 
 
If you’d like to register or volunteer as a leader, please see Judy for further 
information or contact her at children@cts.org 

 LUKE COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
 

As  the  school  year  and  school  visits  end,  we 
enjoy many private visits in our community with 
Luke.  Consider becoming a ministry partner this 
summer.  Is God asking you to serve in a unique 
way?  See Judy for further information. 
 
On June 1st we welcome the Southeast District 
comfort dogs to Christ the Shepherd.  60 folks 
total will learn comfort dog ministry.  On Sunday, 
June 2nd,  a  few  of  the  teams  will  join  us  for 
service.  We hope and pray for safe travels for 
each of the teams from Florida, Georgia and 
South Carolina. 
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SPECIAL CELEBRATION 
 

Sunday, June 30 
 
 

10:00am 
One Worship Service 

 
9:00 – 9:45am 

Pot-Bless Breakfast 
 
 

Join us on this special day as we praise our great God for who He is and celebrate His 
rich blessings to us here in the United States of America.   Pot-Bless breakfast begins at 
9:00am; make your reservations on the Connection Card on Sunday or e-mail Shelley 
Stenger at music@cts.org. 

 

 

Lutherans for Life Report from Lois Burnett  
 
"There  are  increasing  efforts  in  various  states  to  allow,  and  even  endorse,  the  killing  of 
children who are born alive after a botched abortion or who have certain disabilities.  That's 
infanticide.  Who would have thought our culture would degenerate to such depravity?  ...A 
few states have passed laws that now allow late-term abortions - up until full-term birth!  ...A 
human egg is fertilized when one set of genetic information from a male and another set from a 
female,  combine.   Fertilization  produces  a  unique  combination  of  information  -  a  unique 
individual.  No more information is ever added…  The Bible makes it clear that humans are 
made in God's image.  So, what's the difference between aborting a fertilized egg and abortion 
up  to  the  time  of  heartbeat,  or  after  heartbeat  up  to  birth,  or  killing  a  baby  after 
birth?  In essence…none!  Abortion  at  any  time  during  pregnancy  is (destroying)  a  human 
being - a unique individual - made in God's image."     - Ken Ham, Founder of Answers in 
Genesis, from Answer Insider newsletter. 
 
As  Ken  Ham  states,  every  child  has  a  genetic  set  of  information  from  a  male  (as  well 
as the female), making this male a father, and giving him a responsible role in the life of his 
unborn child.  A child is made in God's image.  Some father's grieve because they were not 
given a say in whether their child lives, and they suffer their loss.   Some can not deal with 
having  a  child  because  they  do  not  value  God's  creation,  this  child  of  God,  made 
in His image.  Pray for all life to be valued and saved; for all fathers, as well as mothers, to 
know Christ and the Word; for the grieving fathers of aborted babies; and for the girls and  
women who have had an abortion to know Jesus' forgiveness and love.  Genesis 1:27: “So God 
created man in his own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  he  created  him,  male  and  female  he  
created them.”  This miraculous creation gives every life value. 

mailto:music@cts.org
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We  can’t  believe  that  another  year  is  done!  It’s  been  a 

wonderful journey getting to this point.  We rounded out our 

school year with graduation celebrations, for our Private Pre-K 

and our Georgia’s Pre-K.  We are so proud of our 2019 Class of 

graduates!    I would  like  to  take  this  time  to  thank  our 

dedicated teachers for the great job they have done this 

school  year.   In  November  2018,  we  formed  a  Parent 

Committee,  which  was  led  by  Mrs.  Stacey  McCord.   She 

volunteered for the position, and with her leadership and an 

outpouring of parent volunteers, they did an amazing job 

making our teachers feel appreciated all year long. 

 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a  great  summer!   All  of  our 

Summer Camps are filling up quickly.  This year we are offering 

three Summer Camps: Summer Camp One (for children that 

were  in  a  four  year  old  program  this  school  past  year), 

Summer  Camp  2  (for  children  that  were  in  grades  Kinder-

garten  through  fifth  grade), and this  year,  Open  Arms  is  

introducing a new Summer Learning program designed for 

children  in  Pre-K  and  Kindergarten.   The  children  in  this 

program will continue the educational process through the 

summer.  Each child will receive a personal workbook and 

binder  that  will  chronicle  their  activities  throughout  the 

summer.  If you need care please call, or stop by the office for 

more information on all our summer programs. 

 

WE DID IT!  We would like to say “THANK YOU” to everyone 

who helped with the 4KENYAKIDS Charity drive. We raised 

over  $1,600.00,  and  we  couldn’t  be  more  proud  of  the 

committed efforts of all involved to make a difference in these 

children’s lives.  With our money we will be purchasing: A 

cow, two goats, hens, chickens, tomatoes, and water filters!  

God is so awesome and mighty and through him all things are 

possible.  The children have learned so much about what it 

means to give.  Thank you, parents, for helping us pass the 

message along to the next generation of God’s little helpers. 

 

June  is  the  month  to  celebrate  DADS!   Father’s  Day  will 

be celebrated on Sunday, June 16th, 2019.   Please join us on 

Friday, June 14th for Donuts for Dads.  The celebration will be 

held in Grace Place from 7:00-9:00am.  Please come sit with 

your child and fellowship with other parents, as we honor our 

wonderful fathers. 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   1 
7:30 am: MSG 
8:30 am:  PTM -1 
 

2    

Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 
11:45am:  Voters’ Assembly 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 

4 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

5 

9:30 am: OA Chapel 
 
 
 
 

 
7 pm: WES 

6 
6:30 am: IPG 
 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
8 pm: YA 

7 
 
 
 

8 
7:30 am: MSG 
 

9  PENTECOST 
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 

11:45 am:  Elders Mtg. 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 

11 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

 
 

12 

9:30 am: OA Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm: WES 

13 
6:30 am: IPG 
 
 

 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm: PTM-2 
8 pm: YA 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
7:30 am:  MSG 
7:30 am: Church 

Council 
9 am: SM 

Supervision  

16   
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 

18 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

 
 
7pm:  PTM-3 
 

19 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: WES 

20 
6:30 am: IPG 
 
 
 

6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm:  OA Bd 
8 pm: YA 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
7:30 am:  MSG 
 

23    
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 
 

24 
 

 
 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 
7 pm:  PTM-4 

25 
 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 

26 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
 
 
 
7 pm: WES 

27 
6:30 am: IPG 
 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
8 pm: YA 

28 29 
7:30 am:  MSG 
 

30    
Worship HC: 10:00 am 
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Sunday Morning 
HC = Holy Communion 
TLC Nursery Ministry: 

Childcare Ministry, Pre-K & Below Infant 
& Toddler Nursery 

SS:  Sunday School, Pre-K - 5th grade 
ABS:  Adult Bible Study/Communities 
YM:  Youth Ministry 
 

 Youth Ministry 
MSY = Middle School 

Youth 
SRY = High School Youth 
YPB = Praise Band 
PL = Peer Leaders 
SNL = Sunday Night Live 
YB = Youth Blast 
FaithINK 

Bible Studies 
CH= Church History 
DG = Discipleship Grp 
LBS = Ladies Bible 

Study 
WES = Wed. Evening 

Bible Study 
MSG = Men’s Small 

Group 
WIW = Women in the 

Word 
WSG = Women’s 

Small Group 
 

Music Ensembles 
PB = Praise Band 
WT = Worship Team 
CS = Celebration Singers 
O = Orchestra 

Team Meetings 
MSTM = Midsize Shepherds 
PTM = Properties Team 
 
 
 
Communities 
IPG = Intercessory Prayer 

Group 
PG = Prayer Group 
YA = Young Adult Group 

Vacation Bible School   9:00—11:30 am 

SR Youth Guatemala Missions Trip 

Guat. Missions 

Middle School Youth to Doe River Gorge Adventure Quest 
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Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church 
4655 Webb Bridge Road 

Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-0640 
Fax: 770-442-1043 

www.cts.org 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 
A Ministry of Christ the Shepherd 

4655 Webb Bridge Road 
Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-6570 
Fax: 770-475-2219 

 Ushers Altar Guild Communion Assistants Sound 
System 

IMAG Counters 

  June 2 
8:45 am 

Debbie Sievert 
Craig Carter 
Curt Martin 
Janice Martin 

Sheri Nelson 
 

Jerome Smith, Kim Martinez, 
Ronnie & Kathleen Jones, Gary 
& Ferne Church, Bob & Karline 
Feller, Erik & Kathy Barron, 
Tom Hoynowski 

Kyle Carter Erik 
Huovinen 

Craig Carter 
Tom 
Hoynowski 

10:15 am Mike Hart 
Al Bowman 
Jackie Bowman 
Dean Olson 
Scott Sperry 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 
 

Post:  Cindy 
Youlton 

Mark Patzer, Keith Steuer, Kim 
Hart, Scott & Leslie Martin, 
Jimmy & Lori Owens, Wes & 
Danette Warmouth, Paul Shave,  
Mary Olson 

  June 9 
8:45 am 

Lou Ingwersen 
Darleen Howard-

Binder 
John Jump 
Kevin Munley 

Beverly Scott 
 

Ralph & Shirley Folkerts, Chip 
& Dorothy Sutton, Bob & 
Karline Feller, Gary & Ferne 
Church, Pat Tillman, Mary 
Thomason 

Dean Olson Riley 
Schroeder 
 

Kathleen Jones 
Risto Huovinen 

10:15 am Jeff McCuen 
Bill Lawrence 
Gary Ream 
Carl Scarabelli 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Alex Walton, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman, Scott Plate, Kim 
Hart, Keith Steuer 

June 16 
8:45 am 

Dan Zarndt 
Rob Ambrose 
Stephanie Brand 
Steve Christensen 
David Lange 

Pam Malantis Clay Zimmerman, Kim 
Martinez, Tom Hoynowski,  
Jim & Nan Hermann, Ronnie & 
Kathleen Jones, Erik & Kathy 
Barron, Merritt & Becky Beaver 

Matt Diersen Eric/
Olivia 
Grieger  

Peggy Allan 
Peggy 
Zimmerman 

10:15 am Kevin Lane 
Ted Ohnstad 
Jake Scott 
Parry Scott 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 

 

Paul & Gerri Schutes, Carla 
Stiver, Aileen Redmon, Scott & 
Leslie Martin, Dean & Mary 
Olson 

June 23 
8:45 am 

Tony Raymer 
Randy Heinrich 
Sandy Heinrich 
Holly Schmidt 
Ron Schmidt 

Brenda 
Zimmermann 

 
 
 

Barry Voss, Mary Thomason, 
Pat Tillman, Bob & Karline 
Feller, Gary & Ferne Church, 
Ralph & Shirley Folkerts 

Jackson 
Vagner 

Madelyn 
Barron 

Peggy Allan 
Steve Barrand  

10:15 am Rick Harris 
Terry Eitmann 
Randy Redmon 
Robert Redmon 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Paul Shave, Keith Steuer, Scott 
Plate, Jimmy & Lori Owens, 
Kim Hart, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman, Paul & Gerri 
Schutes 

June 30 
10:00 am 

TBD Sheri Nelson TBD Chuck 
Johnson 

Jacob 
Magnon 

Norm Haller 
Dan Zarndt 


