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Fellow Believers in Our Resurrected Lord, 
 
See the LORD! 
 
He, Who was crucified, is now risen.  See the LORD.  
 
Our heart has eyes.  Our faith has vision.  See the LORD.  
 
Seeing the Lord — finally seeing him truly for who he is — is a huge part of the 
resurrection story.  Perhaps seeing him truly as LORD is why so many did not, at 
first recognize him.  He is not just a gardener (John 20:15).  He is not merely a 
traveling scriptural scholar (Luke 24:27).  He is so much more than a sea-side 
campfire chef (John 21:9). 
 
May we see the Lord fully in this season of Easter.  May we celebrate his mercy 
and take on the challenge of telling others what and who we have seen. 
 
Seeing with you, 
 
 
 

I Saw the Lord 
By Matt Tullos 

In the year of disappointment, loneliness, fear 
in the year of confusion, desperation and chaos 
I saw the Lord. 
 
My eyes had been blinded by amusement, toys, 
by savings and wealth 
dreams and aspirations in the midst of the 
sandcastles of my own self-importance. 
 
My eyes were blinded by the temporal, until an 
eternal God shook the doorposts of my soul. 

He came to me. 
And I saw myself for who I 
was outside of Him, naked, dying, cold, 
starving, and helpless. 
He didn’t come in the sanctuary. 
 
He didn’t come in the crowds. 
He didn’t come in the ceremonies, 
in the shifting dance of the day-to-day. 
He came into my deepest closet of 
hopelessness. 



I Saw The Lord (cont.) 
 
He didn’t come with four laws. 
He didn’t come with three points and a poem. 
He visited me at midnight when I least 
expected to hear His voice. 
He came to me at a time 
when my hopes were dashed, 
when my future appeared bankrupt. 
 
He came to me 
when every solid foundation 
seemed to collapse. 
He came to me in the wilderness 
of my own destitution. 
He came to me in the poverty 
of my own understanding. 
 
He came to me when I laid down my toolbox 
my first aid kit and my cookbook. 
He came to me!  Hallelujah! 
With a quick fix?  No. 
 
He came to me…  
with a list of seminars and books to read? 
No. 
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He came to me and there was nothing, 
absolutely nothing, I could offer 
in my own strength. 
 
The masks, alibis, and diplomas faded under 
the light of His passionate gaze. 
He didn’t need me.  He didn’t need my talents. 
He didn’t need my knowledge, my money, 
or my influence. 
 
On the contrary, He came to me because 
for the first time in my life, 
I knew that I was utterly helpless. 
I didn’t have the answers. 
 
For the first time in my life I knew that no word, 
no thought, no event would change me. 
Only God.  Christ alone could change my heart. 
 
He came to me.   
He wrapped His arms around me and said, 
 
“My beloved, I’ve been waiting for you.” 
 
From: And Now You Know the Rest of His Glory, 
1999 

Stations of the Cross 
 
The  Stations  of  the  Cross,  also  known  as  the  Way  of  the  Cross  
or Via Dolorosa is a depiction of the final hours of Jesus Christ's life.  It 
originally began with the practice of Christians making a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem  to  retrace  those  final  steps  Jesus  took  on  his  journey 
to being crucified on the cross at Calvary.  Over time, the practice 
evolved  into  a  pictorial  and  Scriptural  depiction  of  Christ's  final 
journey  for  the  faithful  and  devout  Christians  unable  to  make  the 
journey to Jerusalem. 
 

Today,  reflecting  on  the  Scripture  of  Jesus'  last  hours  during  the 
season of Lent is a common practice among Christians.  If you would  
like  to  include  this  practice  in  your  Lenten  season  of  worship,  
journey upstairs to the Adult Ministry hallway.  Beginning to the right 
of room 201 begin your reflective walk through the fourteen Stations 
of the Cross retracing those last steps of our Savior and Redeemer. 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
“In Holy Communication” 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 14 

“ACross All Borders” 
8:45 and 10:15AM 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 18 
6:00PM  Pot-Bless Dinner 

7:00PM  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

EASTER WEEK PRAYER VIGIL 
Begins 9:00PM Maundy Thursday  

through 
3:00PM Good Friday  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
April 19 

7:00PM  Service of  Progressive Darkness 
 

EASTER 
April 21 

8:45 and 10:15AM Worship with Holy Communion 
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PALM SUNDAY 
April 14th 

 
Worship Arts Ministry Special Presentation 

8:45 and 10:15am 
 

Centered on the Passion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, our worship services on Palm Sunday will be 
a rich tapestry of drama, special music, and congregational singing. 
 
“ACross All Borders” is a timely musical/dramatic presentation that explores how the ministry, death, 
and   resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   offers   not   only   hope,   but   peace,   for   all   of   us  –  
across all borders, all relationships, and all generations. 
 
This special presentation is a wonderful outreach opportunity, and we encourage you to invite a friend, 
neighbor, or co-worker to attend with you on Palm Sunday.  Don’t miss the opportunity to witness and 
share  with  friends  and  family  the  story  that  changed  the  course  of  the  world  and  our  concept 
of time itself. 
 
 

 

Multi-Generational Choir 
Sings at our Easter services on April 21st 

 
One of our special music elements on Easter 

will be a multi-generational choir, 
a true representation of our CTS family. 

 
Anyone age 5 – 105 is invited to participate!  No prior vocal training or choral experience is necessary 
– you simply need a desire to lift your voice in song to our amazing Lord.  Encourage your children to participate – 

why not have your whole family join the team?! 
 

Two rehearsals to prepare our special anthem and service music: 
 

Tuesday, April 16th from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
 

AND 
 

Saturday, April 20th from 9:30 – 10:45am 

 



THE VOICE                                        PAGE 5 

 

Why a Prayer Vigil? 
  

That’s a good question!  Another good question is “What’s the good of a prayer vigil?”  The 

answer might just be found in the meaning of the word “VIGIL.”  It is of Latin derivation 

meaning “wakefulness.”  AHHHH…now we start to see something. 
 

A  prayer  vigil  is  a  period  of  purposeful  sleeplessness  or  observance  for  the  purpose 

of praying during the time of the vigil.  
  

Jesus asked the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane to be “VIGILant” in prayer with him 

before His betrayal, trial, passion and death.  Jesus wanted his friends to be near him in his 

hour of great struggle.  They tried but fell asleep.  
  

Okay, so why are we doing this?  I mean, can’t we just pray at home?  (Of course you can, but 

do you pray for an hour straight at home?)  No, I rarely, or never, spend a solid hour at home 

praying.  But is coming to church at some strange hour in the middle of the night or a more 

reasonable hour in the morning or afternoon going to transform me?  (Well it might; it might 

have an impact you would never know unless you tried it.  So why not try it?) 
  

Here are some reasons to participate in our prayer vigil:  

You will be still and know God and that God is present with you.  

You will concentrate on God and not yourself.  

You will put busyness aside and lose track of time -- touching eternity. 

You  will  make  breakthroughs  as  you  feel  challenged,  incapable  and  

then strangely enabled by the power of the Spirit to pray an hour. 

You will be part of the church of every age praying in unity for God’s kingdom to come 

and to come through us in this our time appointed by God.  

You will be interceding, for others, and for yourself.   

You will be enriched and energized in your prayer life moving forward. 
  

Sign up to pledge to participate in this year’s Easter Week Prayer Vigil at the Connection 

Center.  Some brief devotional materials will be sent electronically for you to read.  When you 

come to church to pray you may choose to use the prayer guide we have prepared for you. 

You will pray individually, but for every hour, there will be at least one CTS Elder present and 

probably  other  pray-ers  who  have  chosen  the  time  to  pray.   You  may  use  either  the 

Sanctuary or the Gethsemane Prayer room.  Sit wherever you’d like or use the kneelers for 

some of your prayer time.  

  

Jesus said “Could you not tarry (wait) with me for an hour?”  Let’s tarry with Jesus at our 

Prayer Vigil.  

 



 

CTS Thank You 
 
Words cannot adequately express Kim and my gratefulness to our CTS family for all of 
the  love,  support  and  prayers  that  you  have  shown  to  us  during  my  recent  surgery 
and current recovery.  The hospital visits, cards, phone calls, meals, Facebook postings 
and  emails  have  all  been  encouraging  and  very  much  appreciated.   They  certainly 
sustained me and strengthened my faith!  It was so good to finally be back in worship this 
past  Sunday (March 24)  and  to  be  amongst  our  Georgia  family  again!   As  we  sang  
yesterday in worship, “God is so good”, and we feel very blessed!  While my surgery did 
not turn out as I had hoped, I know it is God’s will for my life.  Just like the Apostle Paul, 
I will have to contend with this “thorn in my flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) as I continue 
to  serve  Him  at  CTS  and  through  our  training  ministry  abroad.   To  God  alone  be 
the glory!! 
 

 
Barry Voss 
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SR Youth Mission Team to Porch de 

Salomon in Panajachel, Guatemala 
CTS has a team of 20 SR Youth and Adults       

preparing for their summer trip to our mission    

partner,  Porch  de  Salomon  in  Panajachel,  

Guatemala.  They will travel there the week of 

June 1-8.  The team is gathering supplies to take 

with them.  We are collecting the following for the 

Porch: 
 

 __  Children’s multi-vitamins 

 __  Bath towels (quality used or new) 

 __  Children’s shoes (quality used or new) 

 __  Twin sheets - new and labeled please 

 __  Pillow cases - new and labeled please 
 

Please pick up a sticker label from the Giving Tree 

in the Sanctuary Lobby detailing what you would 

like  to  donate.   Then  please  bring  in  the  items  

to the basket in the Sanctuary lobby by May 1st. 

 

Confirmand Faith Story Night 

Wednesday, May 1st, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

You are invited to join us to hear our 8th 

Grade Confirmands as they share their Faith 

Stories on Wednesday, May 1st in the Loft.  

All are welcome and encouraged to join us! 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

Confirmand Faith Story Sharing - May 1st 

Confirmation Banquet - May 4th 

Confirmation Day - May 5th 

MS Car Wash Fundraiser - May 11th 

High School Graduate Recognition - May 19th 

Holy Communion Workshop  

for MS Youth & Parents 

This special series of work-

shops taught by Pastor 

Kevin is for all youth 6th 

grade  (or  older)  and  a 

Parent.  The teaching is a 

preparation for receiving first communion.  The 

workshops are held once a year.  Mark the dates: 
 

 Monday, April 8th, 6:30 PM and   

 Saturday, April 13th, 8:30 AM 
 

The First Communion Celebration takes place on 

Maundy  Thursday,  April  18th  in  the  evening 

Worship. 

 

FaithINK Preview Night for Rising 6th Grade 

Wednesday, April 10th, 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

CTS 5th Graders and friends are invited to a             

special FaithINK Preview Night on Wednesday, 

April 10th.   Come to the Loft and explore the 

FaithINK  experience as a preview of what youth will 

enjoy this fall in our CTS Confirmation ministry. 

 

FaithINK Youth Service Projects 
 

The FaithINK Teams 

were reaching out to 

serve our community 

servants this past 

month.  The Kelley 

team brought treats to 

the  workers  at  the 

Autumn Leaves Memory Care Facility. 

 

The Setzer team 

brought goodies 

to the janitors at 

Webb Bridge 

Middle School. 

 

The Razon and Barron teams went to the Fire 

House and provided the firemen with snacks and 

goodies.  Way to go FaithINK youth! 
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 Welcome to Sunday School!   
 

We meet each Sunday at 
9:00am in Open Arms.  If you 
are 4 years old to 5th grade, we 
hope you can join in the learning 
about God’s Word.  This month 
we are focusing on prayer.  We 
have many nice presenters to    
help us understand every aspect 
of talking to God in prayer.  
Won’t you join us? 

 

Lutherans for Life Report from Lois Burnett  
 
The LCMS has a wonderful mission in Bethesda Lutheran Communities.  Their mission is to enhance 
the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities through services that share the good 
news of Jesus Christ.  God has created, redeemed and called every human being of any age, appearance 
and  ability  to  be  His  own  precious  treasure  and  a  special  privilege  to  His  people.   Our  Maker 
and Father has not designed us for comparison or uniformity.  Every person has a purpose on earth and 
for eternity, whether or not it is perceived and appreciated.  Christ's forgiving and saving grace works 
through all humankind's shortcomings and differences.  Putting this conviction into action we share the 
abundant and everlasting life Jesus shines through each of us, and allows us to receive one another not 
only as neighbors but as among the highest of heaven's gifts. 
 
"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me." "See that you do not look 
down on one of these little ones.  For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my 
Father in heaven." Matt. 18:5, 10 
 
For more information:  www.bethesdalc.org. 

This month a very special boy named Luke was baptized!  
His  Bible  verse  is  Luke 11: 9-10.   Our  Sunday  School 
children wanted to welcome him to “our flock” with the 
help of Luke Comfort dog and a beautiful afghan made by 
Christine.  Did you know Luke Comfort dog also has the 
same Bible verse?  Praise God! 

Sunday  School  is  bursting  with 
excitement  as  the  weather  is 
getting warmer and we are settling 
into a wonderful routine of our 
friends coming together each 
week!    Crafts   and   song   are  
presented as we learn “Jesus is 
Alive in Us!” 
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LUKE COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
 

Greetings friends in Christ, 
 
This month we have logged many hours with our Comfort Dog Team!  
Some special in just a smile, yet some, life-changing for many. 
 
We started with a fun birthday party in Marietta, GA.  Epsie was turning 
101 and we were determined to celebrate with a great cake prepared by 
Addison Ambrose.  101 cards were given to her and our ministry team 
brought  Luke  to  help  blow  out  all  those  candles.   Praise  God  for  
our servant Epsie. 

Next,  we  were  invited  to  Fruitland  Park,  FL  for  an  amazing 
Retired Pastors retreat, Veterans of the Cross.  Along with Lizzie  
Comfort  Dog  team  (Trinity  Lutheran  in  Savannah),  we traveled 
to enjoy God’s word for two glorious days! 
 
Then we were invited to Mint Hill, NC to provide comfort and support 
to  the  family  of  Spc.  Jacob  Y.,  just  13  days  shy  of  his 26th  
birthday.  He took his life, by gun, in front of his wife, Cassandra.  
Along  with  two  other  teams  Luke  brought  the  mercy  and  com-
passion to those in need.  Cassandra took a real liking to Luke and 
he knew exactly what to do to provide comfort to her.  At one point, 
she tried to stand, she got weak-kneed and fell to the floor.  She sat 
on the floor while Luke laid beside her.  She just kept stroking his 
ears and neck, saying she needed him.  After a brief prayer as they 
were lining up, the funeral director asked if Cassandra wanted Luke 
in the service with  her.   She  said,  “Yes,  Jacob  sent  him  to  be  
with  me.”  Luke proceeded into the chapel area for the service.  
Luke was at the  feet  of  the  widow  the  entire  service.   Once  the  
service  was  complete,  while  Cassandra  draped  herself  over  the  
casket sobbing, Luke remained at her side.  Comfort Dog Team 
member Beverly Scott states, “While this is one of the most difficult 
things I have done in my life, I feel incredibly blessed to be able to 
provide the comfort of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ to complete 
strangers, through the paws of our sweet Luke Comfort Dog.” 
 
Luke has been a real influence in the 
surrounding community.  While at Emory 
Johns   Creek   Hospital   he   met   a  
wonderful patient in the infusion center.  
On Saturday, March 23, Luke welcomed 
1,100 seniors to an Expo at Lanier Tech.  
The patient remembered Luke stating, 
“You were the brightest part of my day 
that day as well as today!” 
 
Lastly, we attended a school with Faith 
Lutheran Marietta’s Dog, Hope.  We 
welcomed 189 students and introduced 
Comfort Dog Ministry to them. 
 
Mark your calendars and join us Thursday, April 11 for pizza and 
Karaoke.  20% of the proceeds will be offered to Luke’s ministry.   
You know, it’s not about the dog…  
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Dine to Donate with Luke Comfort Dog 

Thursday April 11, 5-10pm 
 

 

Rosati’s Pizza 
415 Peachtree Parkway #200 

Cumming, GA 30041 
678-513-1113 

 
You can also carry out or deliver and mention Luke Comfort Dog 

20% of proceeds will further Luke’s ministry 
Karaoke begins at 8 (until 10pm) 

 
 

April 18th 
Pot-Bless Dinner 

6:00pm 
 

Reach IN to One Another in Community at dinner on Maundy Thursday.  CTS provides the garden 
salad and rolls – everyone brings a pasta entrée, fruit salad, or dessert to share.  Please make your 
reservations on the Connection Card or e-mail Shelley Stenger at music@cts.org 

 

mailto:music@cts.org
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Panama City Disaster Relief Update: 

Over  the  past  six  months  since  Hurricane  Michael  made  landfall  on 

Panama City and devasted the community and economy of the region and 

nearby Mexico Beach, three teams of volunteers from CTS assisted in the 

recovery process – both physically and spiritually.  The most recent team 

had the distinct honor of working with other volunteers in cleaning some 

of the damage done to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.   

 

Pastor  Randall  Ehrichs  recorded  the  events  of  that  night  and  subsequent  days  and  weeks  

in an article in the February issue of the Lutheran Witness.  Below is an excerpted version of his 

and his parishioners’ experience. 
 

Though the Earth Gives Way  

October 10, 2018, is a day that will always be remembered by the people of Panama City, Fla.  It 

was on that day that Hurricane Michael surprised and devasted the Gulf Coast of Florida.   

God’s people are a remembering people.  “You shall remember the whole way that the Lord your 

God  has  led  you,”  He  tells  His  children  (DEUT 8:9)  and  we  do…True  remembrance  is  a 

participation in the past.  So we remember… 

We were unconcerned when we first received warnings about another storm approaching from the 

Gulf.  We live in coastal Florida.  We’ve known so many storms, so many warnings... 

...Instead of dissipating as it neared landfall, Michael began to grow rapidly in intensity.  Fear set 

in...   

...The baptized saints of Good Shepherd Lutheran church of Callaway/Panama City have weathered 

many a storm.  We are blessed, too, with a knowledgeable shelter team, led by an elder who has 

decades  of  experience  as  a  survival  instructor.   The  church’s  sub-story  (basement),  with  its 

steel-reinforced concrete walls and ceiling, provides the safest location in our community during a 

hurricane.  

As Michael rapidly intensified, the number of people seeking last-minute shelter at the church 

swelled to 85.  All were welcomed with open arms. 

We scrambled to board up the sanctuary stained glass 

and sub-story windows.  All the personal pets – cats, 

dogs,  lizards  and  birds – brought  for  shelter  were 

secured  in  a  Sunday  school  room  in  our  family  life 

center.  David a 56-year old local homeless man, was 

hesitant to shelter with us in the church, but he asked if 

he  could  stay  with  the  animals...At  least,  I  thought, 

David would have some shelter from the storm... 

...The winds steadily increased as the outer bands 

passed through the area.  A sense of anxiety and dread 

at the inevitable destruction to come lingered as people 

set up personal living and sleeping spaces... 

...As hurricane Michael raged outside, we ate, drank and encouraged one another in word and deed.  

I read out loud from the Psalter and led those gathered in singing...faith-filled Lutheran hymns.  

Together we trusted God to save us and took solace in His Word.  “God is our refuge and strength,” 
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 North Africa Mission Update 

We feel very blessed to be in a school focused on Knowing God and Making Him 
Known! We are beyond grateful for this strengthening season. Thank you so much for 
your prayers and support during our training! Next week, we will be heading into N. 
Africa with a team of 6 people, traveling to several places during the next two months. 
While it is in the nature of these trips to plan on the unexpected, our tentative plan is to 
spend a few weeks trekking to remote villages, a few weeks working on a farm, and 
the month of Ramadan in a city reaching out to university students. Your prayers mat-
ter! Please join us in praying for team unity as we make final preparations to leave and 
for the ministries we are joining. 

P + A Lane 

we reminded each other, “a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear though the earth 

gives way, though the mountains be moved into the sea” (Ps 46:1-3). 

...We watched Michael lift the roof from our 10,000 square foot 

family life center and felt our hearts sink, knowing that David 

and the animals had just lost their overhead protection.  Thanks 

be to God, we were able to move them all safely into the church 

during the short period of calm in the eye of the hurricane. 

...The second half of the storm was even more powerful than the 

first…so ferocious it sounded like jet engines.  The deep concern 

we felt for loved ones who were hunkered down elsewhere 

brought forth fervent compassionate prayers. Lord have mercy, 

Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

...it was now evening, and the sky began to darken again.  No comforting street lamps blinked on, nor 

would they.  In the weeks to come, we would remain without power or water. Faith, hope and love 

were almost the only three things we would not lack in the days and weeks ahead.  

...Michael was ultimately responsible for taking 35 lives throughout the area, 

but not one of those who took shelter in the sub-story [of Good Shepherd] was 

injured. 

...The sight of all the destruction at sunrise was heartbreaking...A full 85 per-

cent of the homes and businesses in Panama City suffered damage from the 

wrath of Michael...  

Three days after Michael, we reunited around the altar at Good Shep-

herd.  Before the Divine Service began, our congregation president 

stopped me for a moment in the narthex and said, “Pastor, thank you 

so much for being here.  You and the Divine Service are the only 

things I have left that are normal in my life.” 

...In the weeks and months since the storm, we all have experienced 

the depths of God’s mercy, and we have had many opportunities to 

mirror that mercy to and for one another.  But there is still so much 

rubble in our lives, and so little peace or comfort...For many of us, it is 

overwhelming and deeply depressing. 

Nevertheless, we “remember the whole way that God has led 

us” (DEUT 8:2).  We are the Lord’s baptized and nothing – not even a 

Category 4 hurricane – will snatch us out of His hand (JOHN 10:28). 

Please remember to pray for us. (emphasis added) 

 

 

 

For security reasons, here is an 
artistic rendition of our team 
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Spring is here and everything is blooming, even in our garden.  The blueberries, 

strawberries and raspberries survived the winter and all the herbs are coming 

back.  We will start planting vegetables in the next couple of weeks.  The children 

really enjoy planting the seeds and watching everything grow during the spring 

and summer.  Our parent committee is taking a very active role in overseeing the 

garden this year. 
 

The summer camp calendars are complete and are available to anyone interested in joining the program this year.  We have 

one program for Pre-K - K and one for 1st - 5th grade.  For summer camp students only, you can choose the days or weeks 

you would like to attend without a financial commitment for the whole summer.  In addition, Ms. Waldy has developed a 

summer camp for learning.  She designed the program for Pre-K students who will be entering kindergarten in the fall.  The 

program   is   based   on   Joyful   Heart   Character   Curriculum,   One   in   Christ,   Health   Mathematics   Connections   and  

Exploring Science.  This is a great opportunity for children to continue learning and preparing for their first step into the 

school system.  Calendars for this program are available in the front office or can be emailed to anyone interested. 
 

Spring  break  is  April  1 - 5  and  both  GA  Pre-K  classes  will  be  closed  that  week.   Open  Arms  will  be  open  and  able 

to accommodate those Pre-K and Afterschool students needing care. 
 

Our Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for April 22 - 26.  The theme this year is “Dino-Mite Book Fair, Stomp, Chomp and 

Read.”  Please make plans to come over and visit that week.  All books purchased are converted to points for us to receive 

free books to replenish our classrooms.  We would also welcome volunteers to read to the children that week. 
 

Teacher Appreciation will be celebrated the week of April 29th.  Our parent committee will honor our teachers that week 

with special treats.  Feel free to send notes or cards to our teachers and remind them that they are the foundation for the 

great work that is done at Open Arms every day in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

Kim Sperry has been very busy with our Good Samaritan projects 

and plans for Easter.  A Trike-A-Thon was held on March 22nd to 

raise money for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Our goal was to raise 

$2000 this year.  We are still counting the contributions, but hope 

to achieve our goal. 
 

April’s Good Samaritan project is 4KenyaKids.  We are hoping to 

raise  enough  money  to  purchase  a  cow  for  the  school  and 

orphanage in Africa.  The cow alone will cost $900.  Last year we 

raised enough money to buy a goat, 32 baby chicks, 16 hens, 28 

tomato plants and 7 water filters.  The children get very excited 

about watching our farm display grow on the wall in Grace Place.  

We welcome all contributions, if you are so moved to help us.  It is 

a very worthy cause. 
 

The best part of April is our Easter celebrations.  We will start with 

a Palm Parade during Chapel on April 10th.  On Friday, April 12th 

the children will experience our own version of the Last Supper.  

Monday, April 15th we will venture into the Garden of Gethsemane 

to pray with Jesus.  Tuesday will be a more somber day as we talk 

about  how  Jesus  took  all  our  sins  onto  Himself  and  the  world 

became dark.   Wednesday, we will celebrate the Risen King by 

looking into the empty tomb and eating our resurrection snack.  We 

will round out our Easter celebrations with an Easter Egg Hunt for 

all classes on Thursday.  Open Arms will be closed on Good Friday. 
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Opportunity to Gift CTS for Amazon Shoppers 
 
Do you shop on Amazon?  If you do, please consider using AmazonSmile and designate 
Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church as your chosen charity.  AmazonSmile is a website 
operated by Amazon with the same wide selection of products, discounted prices, and 
convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop 
on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of your purchase amount on eligible items (marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile dona-
tion” on their product detail pages) to CTS at no extra cost to you! 
 
How to support CTS by shopping on AmazonSmile: 
 
1. Visit smile.amazon.com  

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Search for and designate Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church as the charity you’d like to support 

(be sure your selection is in Alpharetta or search using organization number 58-1915005 rather 

than by name) 

4. Start shopping! 

5. Add a bookmark for our customized landing page https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1915005 to 

make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

 

 

For those who haven’t picked them up your 2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES are 

still available at the church office.   If you no longer need offering envelopes 

because  you  are  giving  electronically  or  you  have  not  received  offering 

envelopes  in  the  past  and  would  like  them,  contact  Rebekah  in  the 

church office at ctsinfo@cts.org. 

 

Wishes do come true for Open Arms:  A huge 
thank you to the congregation for donating 58 lbs. 
of “bacon,” totaling $1,551.04, in the little pink 
piggy banks! 

https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1


 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 

3 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
6:45 pm: CS  
7 pm: WES 

4 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
8 pm: YA 

5 6 
7:30 am: MSG 
8:30 am:  PTM -1 
9 am: SM Training 
9:30 am: CS 

7 

Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 
5:30 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

8 

 
 
6:30 pm: First 

Communion 
wkshp. (Pt. 1) 

7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 

9 

 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 

 
 
 

10 

9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK 
6:45 pm: CS  
7 pm: WES 

11 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7pm: PTM - 2 
8 pm: YA 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
7:30 am: MSG 
8:30 am: First 

Communion 
wkshp. (Pt. 2) 

9:30 am: CS 

14  PALM SUNDAY 
Worship: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 

11:45 am: Elders Mtg. 
 
5:30 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

15 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 

16 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

 
 
7 pm:  PTM-3 
7 pm: PG 

17 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
 

 
7 pm: WES 

18  MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
6 pm: Pot-Bless 

Dinner 
7 pm: Maundy 

Thursday Svc. 

19 GOOD 
FRIDAY 

 
 
 
7 pm: Good 
Friday Svc. 

20 
7:30 am: Church 

Council 
7:30 am:  MSG 
9 am:  SM 

Supervision 

21  EASTER 
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 

22 
 
 
6 pm: PTM-4 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 
 
 

23 

 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 
 

24 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK 
7 pm: WES 

25 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
8 pm: YA 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
7:30 am:  MSG 
 

28 
Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
5:30 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 
7:30 pm: Guat. Mission Team 

29 
 

 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
7 pm: WSG 

30  
 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 
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Sunday Morning 
HC = Holy Communion 
TLC Nursery Ministry: 

Childcare Ministry, Pre-K & Below Infant 
& Toddler Nursery 

SS:  Sunday School, Pre-K - 5th grade 
ABS:  Adult Bible Study/Communities 
YM:  Youth Ministry 
 

 Youth Ministry 
MSY = Middle School 

Youth 
SRY = High School Youth 
YPB = Praise Band 
PL = Peer Leaders 
SNL = Sunday Night Live 
YB = Youth Blast 
FaithINK 

Bible Studies 
CH= Church History 
DG = Discipleship Grp 
LBS = Ladies Bible 

Study 
WES = Wed. Evening 

Bible Study 
MSG = Men’s Small 

Group 
WIW = Women in the 

Word 
WSG = Women’s 

Small Group 
 

Music Ensembles 
PB = Praise Band 
WT = Worship Team 
CS = Celebration Singers 
O = Orchestra 

Team Meetings 
MSTM = Midsize Shepherds 
PTM = Properties Team 
 
 
 
Communities 
IPG = Intercessory Prayer 

Group 
PG = Prayer Group 
YA = Young Adult Group 
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Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church 
4655 Webb Bridge Road 

Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-0640 
Fax: 770-442-1043 

www.cts.org 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 
A Ministry of Christ the Shepherd 

4655 Webb Bridge Road 
Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-6570 
Fax: 770-475-2219 

 Ushers Altar Guild Communion Assistants Sound 
System 

IMAG Counters 

  Apr. 7 
8:45 am 

Debbie Sievert 
Craig Carter 
Curt Martin 
Janice Martin 

Sheri Nelson Kevin Munley, Chip & Dorothy 
Sutton, Mary Thomason, Bob & 
Karline Feller, Ronnie & 
Kathleen Jones 

Chuck 
Johnson 

Erik 
Huovinen 

Craig Carter 
Tom 
Hoynowski 
 

10:15 am Mike Hart 
Al Bowman 
Jackie Bowman 
Dean Olson 
Scott Sperry 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Bill Salokar, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman, Dieter & Sandra 
Kraft, Mike & Sherri Kephart, 
Carla Stiver 

  Apr. 14 
8:45 am 

Lou Ingwersen 
Darleen Howard-

Binder 
John Jump 
Kevin Munley 

  Matt Diersen Dave 
Poston 

Peggy Allan 
Peggy 
Zimmerman 

10:15 am Jeff McCuen 
Bill Lawrence 
Gary Ream 
Carl Scarabelli 

  

Apr. 21 
8:45 am 

Dan Zarndt 
Rob Ambrose 
Stephanie Brand 
Steve Christensen 
David Lange 

Pam Malantis Jerome Smith, Kim Martinez,  
Ralph & Shirley Folkerts, Gary 
& Sue Sprouse, Erik & Kathy 
Barron, Gary & Ferne Church 

Joe 
Hendricks 

Jacob 
Magnon 

Kathleen Jones 
Risto 
Huovinen 
 

10:15 am Kevin Lane 
Ted Ohnstad 
Jake Scott 
Parry Scott 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Cindy 

Youlton 

Jeremy Nelson, Kim Hart, Scott 
Plate, Carla Stiver, Mike & 
Sherri Kephart, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman, Dean & Mary 
Olson 

Apr. 28 
8:45 am 

Tony Raymer 
Randy Heinrich 
Sandy Heinrich 
Holly Schmidt 
Ron Schmidt 

Beverly Scott Tom Hoynowski, Pat Tillman,  
Ronnie & Kathleen Jones, 
Merritt & Becky Beaver, Chip & 
Dorothy Sutton, Bob & Karline 
Feller 

Jackson 
Vagner 

Riley 
Schroeder 

Peggy Allan 
Steve Barrand 

10:15 am Rick Harris 
Terry Eitmann 
Randy Redmon 
Robert Redmon 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Paul Schutes, Scott & Leslie 
Martin, Gerri Schutes, Keith 
Steuer, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman, Aileen Redmon, 
Carla Stiver, Kim Hart 

   


