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Dear CTS Family,  
 
Every Tuesday at 10:30am Aaron, Judy, Randy, Rebekah, Shelley, and I 
gather in my office for our weekly staff meeting together.  It is one of my 
favorite times of the week for a number of reasons I’ll share with you. 
 
We always begin with Bible study.  We choose a book of the Bible or a topic from the Bible 
(presently we are studying prayers in the Bible).  We read the Scriptures out loud and then 
we discuss it.  I always find the perspectives and insights and even questions from the others 
to  enrich  my  own  understanding.   There  is  nothing  like  seeking  God  in  the  Scriptures 
together to bind you together to others.  Our time in Scripture always concludes with prayer. 
 
After  Bible  Study  we  review  the  previous  Sunday  using  the  Connection  Card  report  
that Rebekah has prepared and distributed to us on Monday.  This time generates stories 
and  reflections  from  our  time  together  as  a  church  family.   We  note  visitors,  prayer 
concerns, and other ministry needs and responses that you have shared with us on your 
Connection Card (with the exception of those marked “for pastors’ attention only”). 
 
We then turn our attention to what is coming and what we need to share in the Ministry 
Moment.  Though Shelley and I do the Ministry Moment on Sundays, it is a cooperative 
effort on Tuesday.  We also consider what needs to be announced in the Update, on the 
Connection Card or through an insert.  I am always impressed about how much life there is 
at CTS between Sundays.  
 

After this, each staff person has a chance to share about their 
ministry efforts, pose ideas, and ask questions of the group.  They 
bring people and ministry concerns to the rest of us of which we 
may not be aware.  What I love about our staff is how helpful and 
respectful they are with each other.  There is always collegiality, 

humor, and good spirit in our staff meetings.  We get to know each other and care for each 
other by doing life together like this. 
 
I close the meetings with matters that I need staff to know of, to help me with, or to engage 
over.  Following that we call for “2nd cup,” which means if you forgot to share something or 
bring something up, now is your 2nd chance before we close.  
 
Life together in Jesus is both God’s intention for us and God’s gift to us.  I want every person 

 

 



at  Christ  the  Shepherd  to  have  the  opportunity  to  share  in  a 
community that gathers around Jesus for reaching UP to God, IN to 
one another and ultimately OUT to the world God so loves.  
 
Are you ready for community like that?  
 
In Christ,  
pk 
 
 
New Sermon Series 

5G for a Better Life 
 

In an article dated January 28, 2019, Sascha Seagan of PC Mag says “the real race to 5G, the 
new cellular system, that will potentially transform our world, starts now.”  5G is coming 
and experts say in a couple of years its real impact will be felt.  
 

From the article I learned that the G in 5G means it's a “generation” of wireless technology, 
bringing three new aspects to the table: greater speed (to move more data), lower latency 
(to be more responsive), and the ability to connect a lot more devices at once (for sensors 
and smart devices). 
 

Hopefully  its  transformation  will  be  for  better,  with  applications  like  a  way  to  do 
stroke rehab through VR; smart bandages that track your healing; and a way for parents to 
interact with babies who are stuck in incubators.  That’s really cool and for the better.  
 

And it got us thinking… what makes life better and better and better?  How about God for 
our lives, in our lives, over our lives.  So our sermon series “5G for a better life” will direct us 
to those gifts God gives that make life better: wisdom, relationships, Sabbath, mercy, and 
finally Himself.  Five gifts from God that make life better and each gift goes with an active 
verb starting with a “G.”  Cute, huh?  Here’s the schedule: 
 

2/3 Get Wisdom  
2/10 Grow Relationships  
2/17 Go 24/6 
2/24 Give Mercy  
3/3  Grasp God (Transfiguration; Zechariah 9:20-23 & Matthew 17:1-8) 
 

And may the Word of the Lord grow among us! 
pk 
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS MINISTRY 

Special Presentation 

April 14th   

 

Our worship services on Palm Sunday will include a dramatic musical that proclaims the Passion of our 

Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   This  large  scale  presentation  calls  for  a  diverse  team  of  actors  
and musicians, with opportunities for high school students and adults.  Rehearsals begin this month… 

read on to discover how you can be part of this exciting ministry adventure! 
 

Drama ensemble* auditions:  Sunday, February 10th or Sunday, February 17th at 11:45am  
      *15-18 roles available 

 

Music ensemble: Rehearsals begin Wednesday, February 27; 6:45 – 8:15pm 

 

Artisans:  Set construction and Costume design, times to be determined  

 

For   more   information   or   to   sign-up   for   an   audition   time,   please   contact   Shelley   Stenger  

at  music@cts.org. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday 
March 6th 
 

 
 

Pot-Bless Dinner at 6:00pm 
CTS provides the entrée and everyone brings a side or salad to share.  Reservations begin Sunday, 

February 10th.                           

 
Worship at 7:00pm 
Worshipping together is a great way to begin our Lenten journey.  On this night, we’ll experience a 

time of self-examination and reflection before the Imposition of Ashes.  We’ll sing praises to the God 

of our salvation and hear His Word proclaimed.  The evening culminates in the celebration of Holy 

Communion. 

 

mailto:music@cts.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjTttesp5bgAhVpiOAKHTtwDUIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://summeranglican.ca/posts/palm-sunday-clipart-2/&psig=AOvVaw2_cEMlfN12vtK8LAqEYBrq&ust=1548965227751377
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Souper Bowl Luncheon  

Sunday, February 3rd, 11:45 AM 

Do you enjoy a good bowl of home-made soup or 

chili on a cold day?  Then make plans to join us 

following the late worship on February 3rd for our 

"Souper-Bowl" luncheon.  The SR Youth will serve 

a  host  of  home-made  soups  and  chili  in  the 

Celebration  Hall.   A  free  will  offering  will  be 

received with all proceeds going to support the SR 

Youth Mission Trip to Guatemala and the National 

Youth Gathering trip this summer.  Come enjoy the 

many specialty soups! 

 

SR Youth Lock-IN 

Friday, February 8th, 

8:00 PM to 8:00 AM  

We will enjoy worship, 

fellowship, crazy games 

like “summo” wrestling,    

movies, billiards, ping-

pong, foosball, blacklight "9 Square in the Air" and 

the ALL NEW Carpetball table game!  There will 

be loads of fun!  Pizza, drinks, snacks and break-

fast provided.  Cost is only $10.  See envelopes in 

the Loft and invite a friend! 

 

Guatemala Mission Team Meeting 

Sunday, February 24th, 7:30 PM 

All Guatemala Mission 

Team members are 

asked to join us for our 

second preparations 

meeting on Sunday, 

Feb. 24th.  Please 

bring any completed 

documents and copy of passports to this meeting. 

Valentine Cookie Cakes 

Sunday, February 10th 

Home-made by the MS Youth  

The MS Youth will hold a bake sale 

on Sunday morning, February 10th in 

the Cross Tower lobby.  The students 

are raising funds toward their summer Doe River 

camp.  Please stop by the table and pick up goodies 

for your loved one for Valentine’s Day.  All cakes are a 

suggested donation of $10.  We will also have all NEW 

heart-shaped fruit clusters for a $15 donation.  Thanks 

for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FaithINK Youth/Parent Retreat 

Ocoee Retreat Center, Ocoee, TN,  March 22-24 

Friday 5:30 PM - Sunday 12:30 PM 

MS Youth Confirmands and a 

Parent are invited to the annual 

Parent/Confirmand  Retreat at 

Ocoee Retreat Center in TN.  

We will enjoy Worship, Bible 

study,  and  spiritual  growth!   

Activities include Lo/Hi Ropes 

course, obstacle course, climb-

ing  wall,  tree-tops  zipline,  

swinging  chariot,  basketball, 

volleyball, paintball target shoot, recreation activities 

and loads of fun!  Register in the Loft or across the 

church office today!   

 

Holy Communion Workshop  

for MS Youth & Parents 

Note the dates:  April 10th, 6:30 

PM and April 13th, 9:00 AM 

First Communion Celebration—

Maundy Thursday, April 18th 
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Blessings to you, friends in Christ! 
 
Each Sunday our children ages 4 years through 5th grade enjoy learning Bible stories.   
Reaching OUT occurred this past month with the help of Serenity Hospice.  We enjoyed root 
beer  floats  and  reading  Bible  Stories  to  residents  at  Brickmont  Assisted  Living facility 
in Milton, GA.  The children were eager to tie blankets with the residents as well.  One lovely 
lady cried when Brandon offered her the blanket they worked on together.  
 
On  Saturday,  February  23,  we  are  planning  a  Parents  Night  OUT!   Dinner for parents is 
provided and will be served by the children of CTS beginning at 5pm, followed by a fun movie 
at Avalon as a group.  Childcare provided by children’s ministry.  Sign-ups start today! 

 

Reach OUT Opportunity  
June, July, August 

 
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 

 for the glory of God. 
Romans 15:7 

 
You may recall that last summer we hosted and ministered to a young Verizon intern from Virginia 
Beach, Virginia.  Well, she’s returning to our area this summer!   Renee Mitchell will be working at 
the Verizon office at 5055 North Point Parkway and is looking for local housing. Renee will 
be in Alpharetta from June 1 – August 10 and will provide her own transportation. 
 

If  you  have  lodging  available  or  know  of  a  place  that  Renee  could  rent  for  the  summer,  
please contact Shelley Stenger at music@cts.org. 

mailto:music@cts.org
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LUKE COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
 
Please   join   Luke   Comfort   Dog   and   his   team,   Sunday,   February   10   for   lunch,   
immediately following late service, at Taco Mac on Old Milton Parkway.  Everyone is welcome.  
Let’s get to know other CTS families and friends.  Reach OUT to the world God so loves! 
 
Do you have a neighbor who may like to attend?  Reservations accepted at childrens@cts.org 
 
I have a trivia test for you, winner will receive a prize@ the luncheon! 
 

1. Is Luke a service dog? 

2. How many certified LCC comforts dogs exist across the nation? 

3. How many certified dogs exist in Georgia? 

4. How many followers does Luke have on his Facebook page? 

5. What is Luke’s Mission Statement? 

6. Who donates Luke’s food every month? 

7. Can I help with the ministry? 

8. How old is Luke? 

9. Who is Luke’s Top Dog? 

10. What is a Top Dog? 

11. Where was Luke born? 

12. How many hours per day does Luke work? 

13. What is my reward after Luke works? 

14. What schools does Luke visit on a regular basis? 

15. What hospital does Luke visit on a regular basis? 

16. Is Luke writing a book? 

17. Do I have an hour per month?  Can I help in Luke’s ministry? 

 
Please note if you cannot make this luncheon, we will take suggestions on where to eat next!  
Bring a friend and enjoy. 

mailto:childrens@cts.org
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During the Christmas season, we were made aware that 

one of our teachers was in dire need of additional financial 

support.  She is a single parent and her daughter had a 

medical need that required surgery.   In addition, this 

teacher did not have a car and was walking to work every 

day, regardless of the weather.  She was dependent on 

Uber  to  transport her and her daughter to the doctor’s 

appointments and hospital.  The cost for Uber had become 

a great burden.  Kim Sperry offered to post her on The FISH 

Wish List in hopes we could get her the financial support 

she needed.  On Sunday, December 23 representatives 

from The FISH radio station surprised her with a visit to her 

apartment and gifted her with a check for $1,500 and a 

special spa day for her and her daughter.  She was in tears 

with joy and was so grateful for the gift.  In addition, her 

sister gifted her with a family used car because they were 

so moved by what The FISH station had done for her.  She 

was  able  to  use  the  gifted  money  to  purchase  her  car  

insurance, title change, car registration and gas and now 

has a car to drive and provide her with the much needed 

transportation.  This was a beautiful lesson for all of us to 

remember the power of prayer and the grace of God.  This 

was truly a Christmas blessing. 

 

The last week of January we celebrated National Lutheran 

Schools Week at Open Arms.  This year’s theme is “Real. 

Present. God.”  God is real; God is present; God is God.  He 

is  the  real  reason  for  Lutheran  schools  and  the  real  

celebration  of  National  Lutheran  Schools  Week.    We  

started off with a brief presentation during the Ministry 

Moment in church on Sunday.  Each day of the week we 

shared a special devotion with the teachers to help them 

connect with God.  Each day focused on a different Psalm.  

We also had special devotions for the teachers to share 

with their students based on those same Psalms.  There are 

a total of 1,127 Early Childhood centers across the country 

in the Missouri Synod.  Open Arms is one of 308 Accredited 

Early Childhood centers in the country. 

 

Our Good Samaritan Campaign focuses on Shevet Achim 

this month.  This year we are going to try something new to 

raise awareness and money to help fund heart surgeries in 

Israel.  On Monday, February 11th we are hosting our first, 

and  hopefully  annual,  Hop-A-Thon.   We  will  encourage 

parents to donate money for their kids’ hopping.  We will 

have music for the children to hop to.  It should be a day 

filled with lots of laughs and silliness.  Be sure to check out 

the Open Arms Facebook page that afternoon to see pictures 

of our activities. 

 

Our Parent Committee remains very busy planning for the 

next  few  months.   They  will  continue  to  do  a  monthly 

birthday celebration for staff birthdays, and will continue 

using the serving cart to deliver special treats to the staff 

each month.  This month the teachers will be treated with a 

bowl of chili for lunch.  In addition, the parent group will lead 

the Garden Project and determine the planting for spring. 

 

We are looking forward to completing the development of a 

new website for Open Arms and hope to meet with the web 

designer   this   month   to   review   our   information   and  

determine a launch date for the website. 



THE VOICE                                        PAGE 8 

 

 
Lutherans for Life Report from Lois Burnett  
 
January 18 saw tens of thousands marching in Washington, D.C. to support and promote the sanctity of 
LIFE. Our own Lutherans For Life was there representing our LCMS. 
 
LFL  Life  quote  for  Sunday,  January 20:   "Sixty  million  unborn  children  have  died  as  a  result  of 
the  Supreme  Court's  Roe v Wade  and  Doe v Bolton  decisions.   However,  through  the  right-to-life 
movements'  determination  to  protect  mothers  and  their  children,  we  continue  to  see  evidence  that 
our efforts to educate America about the unborn child's humanity,  and our efforts to enact protective pro-
life legislation are having a tremendous impact in moving our nation away from Roe's and Doe's deadly 
legacy." —Carol Tobias, President of National Right to Life. 
 
"The springboard of our efforts is the Gospel is Jesus and His love for all people, born and unborn -- the 
babe in the womb,  the mother in crisis,  the post-abortive woman,  the terminally ill,  the disabled and 
chronically afflicted.  We have heard God's message of love and forgiveness in our own lives, and we 
yearn to express that same message to those around us, to those suffering from destructive choices and to 
those vulnerable to ruinous future choices."  —Cynthia Chapa, 2007 President, Texas Lutherans For Life.  

 

 

How can we support our new Stephen Ministers? 
 

We are proud to announce that 9 men and women have made the commitment to 
train as Stephen Ministers at CTS!  These people will be spending 50 hours in training 
over the next 10 Saturdays.  We would like to show them our support by providing 
lunch during each of their training sessions.  If you are willing to provide one of these 
lunches  please  contact  Barb Kuester  at  (303) 817-0393  or  awkuester@aol.com.   
Otherwise, please keep our entire Stephen Ministry Team in your prayers as we seek 
to care for God’s people. 

 

Your  2019  OFFERING  ENVELOPES  are  available  in  the  CTS  office  if  you 

haven’t picked them up yet.  PLEASE  discard  any  offering envelopes  from  

2018   as   your   envelope   number   has   changed.   If  you  no  longer 

need offering envelopes because you are giving electronically or you have 

not  received  offering  envelopes  in  the  past  and  would  like  them,  

please contact Rebekah at ctsinfo@cts.org. 

 

mailto:awkuester@aol.com


 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

 
 
 

   1 2 
7:30 am: MSG 
8am: 60’s Decade 

Study 
8:30 am:  PTM -1 
 

3 

Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
11:45 am: “Souper” Bowl 

Luncheon 
 

5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

4 

 
 
 
7pm: DG 
 

5 

 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 
 
 

6 

9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
10am: 60’s Decade 

Study 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

7 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
7:30 am: MSG 
8am: 60’s Decade 

Study 
 

10 
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 

9 am: Discovery Class 
11:45am: Elders Mtg. 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm: DG 

12 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

 
 

13 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

14 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm: PTM - 2 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
7:30 am:  MSG 
7:30 am: Church 

Council 
9 am:  SM 

Supervision 

17 
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
9 am: Discovery Class 
11:45 am  Discovery Class 

Luncheon 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

18 
 
 
 
 
7pm: DG 
 

19 

 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 
 
7pm: PG 
7pm:  PTM-3 

20 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

21 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm:  OA Bd 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
7:30 am:  MSG 
8:30 am: Jesus’ 

Hands 

24 
Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 
7:30 pm: Guat. Mission Team 

25 
 

 
 
 
6pm: PTM-4 
7pm: DG 

26 
 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 

27 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK 
6:45 pm:   CS 
7pm: WES 

28 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
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Sunday Morning 
HC = Holy Communion 
TLC Nursery Ministry: 

Childcare Ministry, Pre-K & Below Infant 
& Toddler Nursery 

SS:  Sunday School, Pre-K - 5th grade 
ABS:  Adult Bible Study/Communities 
YM:  Youth Ministry 
 

 Youth Ministry 
MSY = Middle School 

Youth 
SRY = High School Youth 
YPB = Praise Band 
PL = Peer Leaders 
SNL = Sunday Night Live 
YB = Youth Blast 
FaithINK 

Bible Studies 
CH= Church History 
DG = Discipleship Grp 
LBS = Ladies Bible 
Study 
WES = Wed. Evening 

Bible Study 
MSG = Men’s Small 
Group 
PG = Prayer Group 
WIW = Women in the 
Word 
WSG = Women’s 

Small Group 
 

Music Ensembles 
PB = Praise Band 
WT = Worship Team 
CS = Celebration Singers 
O = Orchestra 

Team Meetings 
IPG = Intercessory Prayer 

Group 
MSTM = Midsize Shepherds 
PTM = Properties Team 

Hurricane Michael Relief Team, Feb. 10-13 

SR Lock-In: 
Fri. 8pm—Sat. 8am 
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Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church 
4655 Webb Bridge Road 

Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-0640 
Fax: 770-442-1043 

www.cts.org 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 
A Ministry of Christ the Shepherd 

4655 Webb Bridge Road 
Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-6570 
Fax: 770-475-2219 

 Ushers Altar Guild Communion Assistants Sound 
System 

IMAG Counters 

  Feb. 3 
8:45 am 

Tony Raymer 
Randy Heinrich 
Sandy Heinrich 
Holly Schmidt 
Ron Schmidt 

Sheri Nelson 
 

Bob & Karline Feller, Kim 
Martinez, Pam Malantis, Jim & 
Nan Hermann, Chip & Dorothy 
Sutton, Ralph & Shirley Folkerts 

Jackson 
Vagner 
 
 

Riley 
Schroeder 

Tom 
Hoynowski 
Craig Carter 
 

10:15 am Rick Harris 
Terry Eitmann 
Randy Redmon 
Robert Redmon 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Clay & Peggy Zimmerman,  
Mary Thomason, Scott Plate, 
Brenda Zimmermann, Dean & 
Mary Olson, Mike & Sherri 
Kephart, Kim Hart 
 

  Feb. 10 
8:45 am 

Debbie Sievert 
Craig Carter 
Curt Martin 
Janice Martin 

Pam Malantis Kevin Munley, Tom 
Hoynowski, Gary & Sue 
Sprouse, Ronnie & Kathleen 
Jones, Erik & Kathy Barron, 
Gary & Ferne Church 

Joe 
Hendricks 

Eric/
Olivia 
Grieger 

Kathleen Jones 
Risto 
Huovinen 

10:15 am Mike Hart 
Al Bowman 
Jackie Bowman 
Dean Olson 
Scott Sperry 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Cindy 

Youlton 

Jeremy Nelson, Aileen Redmon, 
Scott & Leslie Martin, Keith 
Steuer, Carla Stiver, Dieter & 
Sandra Kraft, Kim Hart, Mary 
Olson 

Feb. 17 
8:45 am 

Lou Ingwersen 
Darleen Howard-

Binder 
John Jump 
Kevin Munley 

Beverly Scott Jerome Smith, Pat Tillman,  
Ralph & Shirley Folkerts, Mary 
Thomason, Kim Martinez, Jim 
& Nan Hermann, Chip & 
Dorothy Sutton 

Matt Diersen Madelyn 
Barron 
 

Tom 
Hoynowski 
Craig Carter 

10:15 am Jeff McCuen 
Bill Lawrence 
Gary Ream 
Carl Scarabelli 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

David Bosma, Aileen Redmon, 
Scott Plate, Keith Steuer, Mike 
& Sherri Kephart, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman, Dean & Mary 
Olson 

Feb. 24 
8:45 am 

Dan Zarndt 
Rob Ambrose 
Stephanie Brand 
Steve Christensen 
David Lange 

Brenda 
Zimmermann 

Tom Hoynowski, Bob & Karline 
Feller, Gary & Sue Sprouse, Pat 
Tillman, Erik & Kathy Barron, 
Gary & Ferne Church 

Dean Olson Erik 
Huovinen 

Peggy Allan 
Steve Barrand 

10:15 am Kevin Lane 
Ted Ohnstad 
Jake Scott 
Parry Scott 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Cindy 

Youlton 

Bill Salokar, Kim Hart, Carla 
Stiver, Scott Plate, Dieter & 
Sandra Kraft, Scott & Leslie 
Martin, Mike & Sherri Kephart 

   


