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Christmas Season at CTS 
 
 

Hope Tree 
Our Hope Tree provides opportunity for individuals, families, and groups 

to bless the LSG Refugee families this Christmas season. 
Gifts should be returned to CTS by Sunday, December 9. 

 

Postal Worker Appreciation Luncheon  
Friday, December 7, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Christmas comes early each year as we bless our next door neighbors, the postal workers, 
with a tasty lunch, gift bag, and personal encouragement during their most busy season!  

 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 9, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Open Arms Christmas Cantata 
Tuesday, December 11, 6:30 p.m. 

The children of Open Arms 
celebrate Jesus' Birthday with song. 

 

Christmas Cantata:  “Worship the King” 
Sunday, December 16, 8:45 and 10:15 am 

 

Sunday, December 23 
The Song of the Angels, 8:45 and 10:15 a.m. 

 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  

Monday, December 24, 5:00 p.m.  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 
Monday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, December 30 

One Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 
Pot-Bless Breakfast 9:00 am 

 



a brief word… 

ABOUT ADVENT & ITS SONGS 
 

It is generally understood that the season of Advent celebrates three great “advents:” 
 

The advent of redemption: the incarnate Christ, “born of the virgin Mary, 
crucified under Pontius Pilate…on the third He rose again…” 
The advent of sanctification: the presence of Christ in our own lives 
through the Holy Spirit working through Word and Sacrament; 
The advent of glorification: the coming in glory of our Savior and Lord, 
Jesus Christ, to be our judge on the last day. 

 

All of these advent themes comprise the notes, chords, lines of the Advent season in what 
might be called the “Songs of Advent” (okay, Christmas, as well): 
 

The song of Zechariah: the father of John the Baptist finally gets to proclaim 
the ministries of both the forerunner (John) and the Messiah, Jesus, after his 
season and sounds of silence. (12/2)  
The song of Mary: the mother of her Lord, and ours, sings a melody of her Son 
bringing justice and judgment to our world by removing condemnation and 
restoring righteousness (something He did separate from us but totally for us). 
(12/9) 
The Servant Songs: the prophet Isaiah eloquently and mysteriously lays out the 
nature, the work and the results of the Messiah’s ministry in descriptions that 
are immortalized in music (as in Handel’s oratorio: Messiah). (12/16) 
The song of the Angels: stunning in their debut and predictive of the audiences 
intended by God for His grace, the celestial choir announces where to access the 
peace which the world can neither establish nor maintain. (12/23) 
The Lullaby of God: what father has not sung, whispered or hummed to the 
infant nestled in his arms with all the love a heart can muster?  So who began 
this practice?  Consider the Father (be)holding His Son, His world, and our lives 
and with eternal love singing His universal lullaby. (12/24) 
The Song of Simeon: here is a man, Simeon, who anticipated rather than 
feared the future.  How?  Simeon understood and trusted the promises of God in 
the past, lived in full assurance of them in the present, and looked forward to 
their  fulfillment  in  the  future.   Above  all  the  “terrible”  that  could  happen, 
Simeon saw the “wonderful” that would happen. (12/30) 
 

All of these songs will be the focus of our worship and preaching as we move through the 
season of Advent and into our celebration of Christmas.  
 

May the word of the Lord dwell in us richly! 
pk 
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Pastor Aaron’s Bible Study: The Book of  Daniel 
 

Over the past few months we have had the joy of  meeting on Wednesday 

nights   and  walking  through  God’s  Word  together.    Starting   Wednesday 

December 5th at 7 PM, we will begin a new study on The Book of  Daniel.  In 

Daniel, we find a fascinating mixture of  narrative and apocalyptic literature.  

At first glance, Daniel is easy to misunderstand, but with a closer look at 

how it fits within the whole of  scripture, we find that Daniel is really a book 

about Jesus Christ.  In this book we will delve into topics like God’s deliver-

ance and preservation of  His people, spiritual warfare, end times, and 

prophecy of  the promised Messiah.   All studies are discussion-based, open 

to  any  questions,  and  guided  by  God’s  Word.   Whether  you  are  new  to 

studying God’s Word or a Biblical Scholar, we want you to join us! 
 

Pastor Aaron 
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
Sunday, December 16th 

8:45 and 10:15am 
 

“Worship the King” 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth 

A Christmas Musical created by Phil Barfoot and Cliff Duren  

 
We  are  exploring   the  “Songs  of  Christmas”  this  season  and  the  Cantata  is  one  song  after  another 
that proclaims the Gospel.  Through a wide variety of musical styles and Biblical narration, we will hear and 
we will celebrate the truth that the Lord of the Universe made the journey from Heaven to become one of 
us.  Deity puts on the robe of humanity as God sends His Son to this earth to redeem the lost and provide a 
way for all who shall not perish but have eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Here are the lyrics from one of the anthems.  Please use in a time of personal devotion and be encouraged, 
inspired, and awe-struck by God’s life-saving action for us, through Jesus. 

  

“COME SEE THE KING” 
 

There He was, lying on the hay 
Small and helpless, meek and mild. 

To the world just another babe; oh, but this was heaven’s Child. 
Royalty, 

Who left His throne behind Him so we could be redeemed. 
 

Come, see the King, 
The Lord of all creation, the God of majesty. 

Fall on your knees before the great Redeemer. 
Worship at His feet. 

Come see, come see the King! 
 

There He was, hanging on the cross, 
bruised and beaten, crowned with thorns. 

Love alone paid the highest cost, bearing all the shame and scorn. 
Deity, 

Who sacrificed so freely on a hill called Calvary. 
 

He is seated on His throne again, the resurrected Lord. 
Highly exalted! He shall reign forevermore! 

 
We  encourage  you  to  invite  someone  to  attend  with  you  on  December 16th  –  invitations  to  share  are 
available at the Connection Center.  A friend, neighbor, co-worker…maybe someone who is searching or 
longing for that “something more” in their life.   We know that the answer to fullness of joy is not something, 
but someone…Jesus.  Let’s be Hope-bringers as we rejoice in the Good News that the Baby in the manger is 
the Savior of the world and Lord of all. 
 

…God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
Philippians 2:9-11 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwieu6qa_PneAhXM3lMKHWFxBiwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://theapologeticsgroup.com/creche-cross-and-crown-2/&psig=AOvVaw1BDrq1pkiYrXsIFwhJeohw&ust=1543593501129301
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SR Youth Christmas Caroling  

Sunday, December 9th, 6:00-8:00 PM 

Join us for an evening of fun 
as we go caroling in the 
community and to some of 
our special CTS families.  
Wear warm clothes and 
bring a flashlight. Let's 
spread the joy of Christ's 
birth! 

 

SR Youth Christmas Fellowship 

Sunday, December 16, 6:00-8:00 PM 

Join us for our annual Christmas party!   This year 

we will have a “pot-bless” meal with a pasta 

theme.  Sign up to bring a dish and then join the 

fun!  We will also spend some time  organizing and 

packing the Hope Tree gifts for delivery.   

 

SR Youth Winter Retreat 

January 18-21, 2019 
SR Youth join us for the Ski  Retreat to Winter-

Place, WV.  It will be a special time of Reaching IN 

for community around Christ in the setting of the 

beautiful mountains of WV.  The team departs 

from the church on Friday, January 18th at 1:00 

PM and returns on Monday, January 21st around 

4:00 PM.  You may register with a $90 deposit to 

CTS Youth.  See the flyers in the Loft and across 

from CTS office.  Register now so that we have a 

space for you! 

FaithINK Bunco Fellowship 

Wednesday, December 5th, 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

FaithINK youth are invited to 

join us for our annual large 

group fellowship with loads of 

fun and lots of prizes.  Come 

and invite a friend! 

 

Doe River Gorge Adventure Quest Camp 

June 16-21, 2019 

MS Youth are invited to register for 

the summer trip to Doe River 

Gorge. The registration fee of 

$100 will hold a spot for your 

young  person  in  the  popular 

summer AdventureQuest Camp.  

Don't miss out, sign up now! 

 

SNL “Liking Jesus” Thoughts 

The SR Youth have been studying a series entitled 

“Liking Jesus: Intimacy and contentment in a selfie-

centered world” by Craig Groeschel.  Craig says, “we 

don’t     understand what bring connection.  We may 

impress people with our strengths, but we connect with 

people through our weaknesses.”   

 

For  the  sake  of  Christ,  then,  I  am  content  with 

weaknesses,  insults,  hardships,  persecutions,  and 

calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

    2 Corinthians 12:10 

 

“What we hunger for perhaps more than anything else 

is to be known in our full humanness, and yet this is 

often just what we also fear more than anything else.  

It is important to tell at least from time to time the     

secret of who we truly and fully are… because other-

wise we run the risk of losing track of who we truly and 

fully are and little by little come to accept instead the 

highly edited version which we put forth in hope that 

the world will find it more acceptable than the real 

thing.  It is important to tell our secrets too because it 

makes it easier… for other people to tell us a secret or 

two of their own, and exchanges like that… have a lot 

to do with what being human is all about.”  

    Fredrick Buechner 
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Blessings as we approach the birth of Jesus! 
 
“Oh  What  a  Special  Night”   is  the  song  we  will  be singing 
December 9,  in  the  10:15 am  service.  Please  join  us  as  we  
offer  a  beautiful  song  and  tell The real Christmas story to all 
that attend.  We have been learning many new Bible stories and 
classics   as   well.    Each   Sunday   our   children   bustle   with  
excitement! 
 
Practice  for  our  special  addition   to   the   10:15  am  service 
(December 9) will be briefly after late service on December 2.  
Join us as we practice the play and song, and pick out costumes!  
 
Join  the  cast  December 9  in  the  cafe  after  late  church  
and enjoy a cookie before attending the Voter’s Meeting! 
 
Sunday school resumes January 7 @ 9am in GracePlace. 
 
Blessings, 
Miss Judy 

 

 

Lutherans for Life Report from Lois Burnett  
 
Advent!  That beautiful time of year when we feel the excitement and anticipation of the birth of our 
Savior!  Can any deny that Jesus was divinely human from the time of conception?!  And just as God 
sent His son in human form, he also sent each of us, made in His own image (Gen. 1:27) to begin life 
at conception. 
 
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb… Your eyes saw my un-
formed body.  All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  
(Ps. 139:13,16) 
 
O Lord, you have searched me and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive 
my thoughts from afar.  (Ps. 139:1) 
 
Each of us is born with a purpose for our life (Ps 139), just as Jesus was born for our salvation.  Guide 
all mothers and fathers to let God's creations grow and develop in the womb, just as Mary and Joseph, 
with the Heavenly Father, accomplished this for their son Jesus.  Glory to God in the highest!  
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Save the date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday December 9th, during 10:15am service 

Sunday school children will present:           

“The Christmas Story”  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
th

 
Special Celebration 

 
Let’s wrap up the Christmas season together with  

worship and fellowship! 

 
One Worship Service 

10:00am 
The Song of Simeon 

 
 

Pot-Bless Breakfast 
9:00am 

CTS provides the breakfast sausage and everyone else brings a breakfast item to share.   
 Egg Bake, Hash brown Casserole, Muffins, Fresh Fruit…delicious!   

Connection Card reservations begin Sunday, December 9
th
. 
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LUKE COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
 

The  month  of  November  started  with  a  Veterans 
Service on November 4, hosted by Luke Comfort Dog 
Team.  Joining us and helping to celebrate were 
teams from Loudon (TN), Savannah, and Marietta. 
  
Many    helped    us    in   preparing   the   food,   table 
decorations and the beautiful service.  The Honored 
Speaker was Sargent Hank Friesland, a 97 year old 
World War II survivor.  A special thank you to all who 
participated. 
 
We now are regulars at Sweet Apple Elementary 
School, helping children read to Luke.  Esther Jack-
son Elementary enjoys reading to Luke as well.  We 
are also regulars at many assisted living facilities and 
Emory Johns Creek Hospital. 
 
November 10 we had an informational booth at The 
Ruff and Tuff fall festival at North Forsyth High 
School.  With over 500 runners in attendance,  we 
gave out many Luke business cards, stickers, and 
chocolates. 
 
We were invited to deploy to Panama City, Florida for 
the aftermath of Hurricane Michael.  Many were com-
forted after losing everything.  Shelters, food pantries 
and schools were a few of the stops the Comfort Dog 
Team made with Luke and three other LCC comfort 
Dogs.  Please continue to pray for those devastated in 
this disaster. 
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The  Christmas  spirit  is  very  much  alive  at  Open  Arms.  

Parents and children enter our building to the sounds of 

Christmas music being played and brightly lit Christmas 

trees, adorned with decorations made by the children.  All 

classes  are  practicing  their  songs  for  the  Open  Arms 

Christmas Cantata, scheduled for Tuesday, December 11th 

starting at 6:30 PM.  We know the Church will be filled with 

parents, grandparents and family friends as they watch 

their  children  perform.   The  Parent  Committee  will  be 

serving homemade cookies and beverages following the 

program.  We would like to extend an invitation to the CTS 

congregation, if you are free that evening. 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers for helping during our annual 

Thanksgiving feast.  We are very grateful to the CTS staff 

and parents from our newly formed Parent Committee who 

contributed to the success of our meal together. 

 

We  will  honor  our  Open  Arms  staff  with  a  Pot  Luck 

luncheon on Tuesday, December 18th starting at noon in 

Grace Place.  We will share great food, exchange recipes 

and wonderful memories from another blessed year at 

Open Arms. 

 

The charity this month is North Fulton Charities Santa Shop.  

We will collect toys for children during the first two weeks 

of  December.   The  due  date  for  delivery  is  Thursday, 

December 14th.  This truly is a mission that touches the 

hearts  of  children  and  teaches  them  about  the  true 

meaning of sharing God’s love with those less fortunate. 

 

Open Arms will be promoting a 10% discount on tuition for families from the military and first responders.  

We want to recognize the service they do for our community and country.  As a reminder, all CTS members 

also receive a 10% discount to those in need of our services. 

 

From our Open Arms family to yours, we wish you a Christmas full of joy and blessings. 

 

 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   1 
7:30 am: MSG 
8:30 am:  PTM -1 
9 am:  SM 

Supervision 
 

2   ADVENT I 

Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

3 

 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
 

4 

 
 
 

5 
 
 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
6:45 pm: CS 
7 pm: WES 

6 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm: PTM - 2 

7 
11 am: 
 
 
 

8 
7:30 am: MSG 
9:30 am: CS 

Rehearsal 

9   ADVENT II 
Worship: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 

11:45 am: Voter’s Mtg. 
 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL Caroling 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: DG 

11 
 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 
 
 

12 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
 

 
6:45 pm: CS 
7 pm: WES 

13 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
 
7 pm: PTM-2 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
7:30 am:  MSG 
9:30 am: CS 

Rehearsal 

16   CANTATA SUNDAY 

Worship: 8:45, 10:15 am 
YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 
 
6-8 pm:  SNL - Hope Tree 

17 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: DG 
 

18 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

 
 
7pm:  PTM-3 
7pm:  Prayer   
          Gathering 

19 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: WES 

20 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm:  OA Bd 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
7:30 am:  MSG 
 

23   ADVENT IV 
Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 

24 CHRISTMAS 

EVE 
 

5 pm: Christmas 
Eve Service 

7 pm: Christmas 
Eve Service 
with HC 

25 CHRISTMAS 
CTS OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
 
7 pm: WES 

27 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 

28 29 
7:30 am:  MSG 

30   CHRISTMAS I 
9 am: Pot-Bless Breakfast 
 

10:00 am: Worship HC 
(One Service only) 
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Sunday Morning 
HC = Holy Communion 
TLC Nursery Ministry: 

Childcare Ministry, Pre-K & Below Infant 
& Toddler Nursery 

SS:  Sunday School, Pre-K - 5th grade 
ABS:  Adult Bible Study/Communities 
YM:  Youth Ministry 
 

 Youth Ministry 
MSY = Middle School 

Youth 
SRY = High School Youth 
YPB = Praise Band 
PL = Peer Leaders 
SNL = Sunday Night Live 
YB = Youth Blast 
FaithINK 

Bible Studies 
CH= Church History 
DG = Discipleship Grp 
LBS = Ladies Bible 
Study 
WES = Wed. Evening 

Bible Study 
MSG = Men’s Small 
Group 
PG = Prayer Group 
WIW = Women in the 
Word 
WSG = Women’s 

Small Group 
 

Music Ensembles 
PB = Praise Band 
WT = Worship Team 
CS = Celebration Singers 
O = Orchestra 

Team Meetings 
IPG = Intercessory Prayer 

Group 
MSTM = Midsize Shepherds 
PTM = Properties Team 

 

Hurricane Michael Relief Team, Dec. 3-5 
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Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church 
4655 Webb Bridge Road 

Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-0640 
Fax: 770-442-1043 

www.cts.org 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 
A Ministry of Christ the Shepherd 

4655 Webb Bridge Road 
Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-6570 
Fax: 770-475-2219 

 Ushers Altar Guild Communion Assistants Sound 
System 

IMAG Counters 

  Dec. 2 
8:45 am 

Debbie Sievert 
Craig Carter 
Curt Martin 
Janice Martin 

Beverly Scott Bob & Karline Feller, Kim 
Martinez, Jim & Nan Hermann, 
Chip & Dorothy Sutton,  Gary & 
Sue Sprouse, Pam Malantis 

Henry Quant Riley 
Schroeder 

Peggy Allan 
Peggy 
Zimmerman 

10:15 am Mike Hart 
Al Bowman 
Jackie Bowman 
Dean Olson 
Scott Sperry 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Jeremy Nelson, Dieter & Sandra 
Kraft, Aileen Redmon, Scott 
Plate, Keith Steuer, Mike & 
Sherri Kephart, Dean & Mary 
Olson 
 

  Dec. 9 
8:45 am 

Lou Ingwersen 
Darleen Howard-

Binder 
John Jump 
Kevin Munley 

  Joe 
Hendricks 

Jacob 
Magnon 

Kathleen Jones 
Risto 
Huovinen 

10:15 am Jeff McCuen 
Bill Lawrence 
Gary Ream 
Carl Scarabelli 

  

Dec. 16 
8:45 am 

Dan Zarndt 
Rob Ambrose 
Stephanie Brand 
Steve Christensen 
David Lange 

  Jackson 
Vagner 

Madelyn 
Barron 

Tom 
Hoynowski 
Craig Carter 

10:15 am Kevin Lane 
Ted Ohnstad 
Jake Scott 
Parry Scott 

  

Dec. 23 
8:45 am 

TBD Brenda 
Zimmermann 

Kevin Munley, Tom 
Hoynowski, Pat Tillman,  Mary 
Thomason, Erik & Kathy 
Barron, Ralph & Shirley 
Folkerts, Gary & Ferne Church 

Kyle Carter Randy 
Potts 

Peggy Allan 
Steve Barrand 

10:15 am TBD Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Cindy 

Youlton 

Clay & Peggy Zimmerman,  
Scott & Leslie Martin, Gerri & 
Sarah Schutes, Kim Hart, Carla 
Stiver, Mike & Sherri Kephart 

   

Dec. 30 
10:00 am 

TBD TBD TBD 
 

Chuck 
Johnson 

Erik 
Huovinen 

Norm Haller 
Dan Zarndt 


