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What’s New? 
 
Besides the New Year, that is.  A number of things are new at the beginning of 
this year at CTS.  More details are also inside this edition of The Voice.  
 
I’ll mention three briefly: 
 
1. We are now streaming our worship on-line.  
 

Just go to our website at cts.org and look at the upper right hand corner 
where it says “Media.”  Click to get the drop down menu and then click on 
“watch live” and enjoy.  This is great for when you’re ill, traveling, or want 
to experience it all again (we save a few months of messages/services).  
But  please  remember  when  you  physically  attend  a divine service,  you 
receive from God His gifts through Word and Sacrament and, at the same 
time, you serve others with your presence and spirit. 

 
2. We will be providing an on-line picture directory of CTS members for those 

who desire to participate by submitting a photo.  
 

Notice that you don’t have to submit a picture, but we hope you will.  This 
directory will be password-protected and you can read about what you 
need to know and what you need to do later in The Voice. 

 
3. I’ll be offering a 4 week class in January titled: “The Sixties: Did We Come  

Together or Come Apart?” 
 

I think the 60’s were a watershed for our culture in a lot of ways, and my 
hope is to review some history under certain cultural categories, evaluate 
what happened with Scripture, and invite faith-based discussion around 
the “coming together or coming apart” effect of this decade right down to 
today. 



 
I’ll be offering it on Wednesday mornings at 10 am and Saturday mornings 
at 8 am in Room 201.  
 
Here is the schedule: 

1/16, 19  The Great Society, Vietnam, and the Rise of Socialism 

1/23, 26 The Civil Rights and Civil Wrongs Movement 

1/30, 2/2  Was It a Sexual Revolution or Dissolution? 

2/6, 2/9  The Music of the Sixties: Solid Gold or Fool’s Gold? 

 
Looking forward to 2019, the Year of Our Lord, 
 
pk 

THE VOICE            PAGE 2 

Thank-you CTS Family . . . all of us on your church staff would 
like to express our humble appreciation for your gifts and 
kindness to us at Christmas.  We love serving the LORD and 
you, our brothers and sisters in Christ, in this place, and look 
forward to the grace and work God has for us in the New Year. 

 

Your 2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES will be available this month (we apologize 

for the delay due to a mix-up).  Your 2018 contribution statements will also 

be available later this month from Financial Secretary Dan Zarndt.  PLEASE  

discard  any  offering envelopes  from  2018  as  your  envelope  number  has  

changed.  If you no longer need offering envelopes because you are giving 

electronically or you have not received offering envelopes in the past and 

would like them, contact Rebekah in the church office at ctsinfo@cts.org. 
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A Worship Encouragement 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
Psalm 119:105 

 

The arrival of the new year prompts a heightened awareness of time and its passing, a reflection of the past and 
anticipation of the future.  God’s Word reminds us that Christians do not live in the span of a year…we live in 
God!  And, while each year brings change and its passing alters our lives, God does not change and that’s why we 
can safely anchor our hope and fasten our vision upon Him. 
 

Our visionary attitude throughout life makes a difference.  One is reminded of the classic story of the two shoe 
salesmen who were sent to a primitive island to determine business potential.  The first salesman wired back, 
“Coming home immediately.  No one here wears shoes.”  The second man responded, “Send a boatload of shoes 
immediately, the possibilities for selling shoes here are unlimited.” 
 

For the Christian, vision is a growing awareness of Christ in all of His fullness and enabling power, which brings to 
mind the ancient hymn “Be Thou My Vision.”  The 8th century text from Ireland is still meaningful for us today 
with its expression of a yearning for the presence and leading of God in our lives.  The earnest prayer is enhanced 
by such tender phrases as “Lord of my heart,” “Thy presence my light,” “bright heaven’s Sun,” and “heart of my 
heart.”  The text states that when we allow God to have first place in our lives, He becomes our treasure; we care 
less and less for the pursuit of riches or “man’s empty praise.” 
 

The entire Irish poem was first translated into English in 1905 by Mary Bryne, a research worker and writer for the 
Board of Intermediate Education in Dublin, Ireland.  Several years later Eleanor Hull, a writer of English history 
and literature, put the prose into verse form and included it in her book of poems, The Poem Book of the Gael.  The 
melody for this hymn is the traditional Irish tune Slane. 
 

Be Thou my vision, Oh Lord of my heart, 
Naught be all else to me save that Thou art; 
Thou my best thought by day or by night; 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word, 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father and I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee, one. 

 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou my inheritance now and always. 
Thou and Thou only the first in my heart 

High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

High King of Heaven, my victory won! 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, bright Heaven’s sun. 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision O Ruler of all. 

 
We’ll sing “Be Thou My Vision” in both services this Sunday, January 6th.  Can’t wait and want to listen 
ahead and meditate on the lyrics?  Here’s a modern rendition:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Optrm7lF16s   
Or, traditional:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZ7oEWu-18  
 

I look forward to worshiping the Lord with you in 2019! 
Shelley 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Optrm7lF16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZ7oEWu-18


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Décor Stow-Away Party 
Sunday, January 6th 

 

11:30am – 12:45pm 
 

Join the team this Sunday, right after the 10:15am service.  
 

Many hands make light work! 
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CrossTalk Bible class sponsored a Christmas Shoe Box project for Samaritan’s 
Purse.   A  Thrivent  Action  grant  provided  $250 dollars.   Members  of  the  
class donated additional items and some of the shipping costs.  A special thanks 
to Sue and Gary Sprouse for their many hours of organizing and completing  this 
project.    Thirty-six   boxes   were   filled   with   toys,   clothes,   and   Christian  
materials.   The  boxes  are  delivered to children in many different countries and 
always  include a Christian message. 
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SR Youth Winter Retreat 

January 18-21, 2019 
SR Youth,  join  us  for  our  Winter  Retreat  to 

WinterPlace, WV.  It will be a special time of 

Reaching IN for community around Christ in the 

setting  of  the  beautiful  mountains  of  WV.  We  

depart from the church on Friday, January 18th at 

1:00 PM and returns on Monday, January 21st 

around 4:00 PM.  You may register with a $90 de-

posit to CTS Youth.  See the flyers in the Loft and 

across from CTS office. We have room for you! 

 

SRY Guatemala Mission Team Meeting 

Sunday, January 6th, 5:00 PM 
 

All SR Youth and 

adult team members 

are asked to join us 

for our planning and 

team building meet-

ing on January 6th in 

the Loft.  Let’s get 

ready for our exciting 

summer  mission  trip  to  Porch  de  Salomon  in 

Panajachel, Guatemala the week of June 1-8. 

 

National Youth Gathering Meeting 

Sunday, January 6th at 6:30 PM 
 

All SR Youth and Adults 

going to the National Youth 

Gathering in Minneapolis, 

MN the week of July 11-15, 

join us for our first team 

meeting  on  Sunday  

evening, January 6th at 6:30 PM. 

ECHO: Unbroken Truth Worth Repeating Again 
 

“It is a bizarre thing indeed.  Suddenly, here was a part 

of creation that could resist being created.  Here was 

the anointed king of creation choosing to believe that if 

he didn’t believe God’s actual words, then he could 

make reality even better than the world that God’s 

words created.   
 

But he didn’t.  He made everything exponentially 

worse.  Yet as bad as those results are, they were only 

the results.  Adam chose to hear God’s actual words 

but not believe them.  That choice to not believe was 

the real problem.  All other problems that have ever 

been flow from that unmajestic disruption.  All decay 

and dissolution ruins its way back to it. 

 

For this reason, eternal salvation from evil must not 

only   remove   the   things   that  currently  plague  us. 

Salvation must also restore the very thing thrown 

away, the lack of which caused the plagues in the first 

place.  For this reason, if mankind is ever going to be 

saved, truly saved, we can’t just be saved from the 

pains and troubles that bother us.  If the rotten fruits of 

the curse are ever to be lifted, then the unbelief that 

first infected them needs to be cured.  We need to be 

saved from unbelief itself.”      -Jonathan Fisk 

 

FaithINK Resumes  

Wednesday, January 9th 
 

The FaithINK Ministry for Middle School 

youth resumes on Wednesday, January 

9th, 6:00 to 8:00 PM in the Loft.  We will 

begin our study of the Sacraments and 

Lutheran Life.  Join us and invite a 

friend! 

 

MS Youth Lock-IN 

Friday, January 25th,  

8:00 PM to 8:00 AM Sat. 
 

MS Youth are invited to our 

annual all-night lock-in event 

at CTS!  We will enjoy loads 

of fun through games, fellowship, worship, food and 

hanging out!  Cost is $10 which includes all activities, 

pizza and materials.  Join us and invite a friend! 
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For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. 
    -Ephesians 2:10 
 
Blessings to you all as we begin this new 
year!  Our Sunday school is full of exciting 
times with reaching OUT as our primary 
goal  this  year.   I  sit  with  my  beautiful 
family early this morning writing my article.  
Let me share God’s glory over the sunrise of 
Myrtle Beach with each of you. 
 
If  you  can,  will  you  help  us  this  year  in 
children’s  ministry?    We  will  soon  be  
offering  Parents  Nights  Out,  lunch  at 
Arby’s, a family picnic, and visiting the local 
extended living facilities close by.  You can 
volunteer for just a single event with us.  
We appreciate your service! 
 
Welcome, Noel, this month to our weekly 
meetings.  Jesus is Alive in Us, come share 
your excitement!  
 
Blessings, 
Miss Judy 

 
Lutherans for Life Report from Lois Burnett  
 
In January Christians across the country celebrate LIFE.  Thankfully, joyfully, more and more young 
people are being educated to the sadness of abortion and valuing the life of the unborn.  Thankfully, 
joyfully, our own LCMS has Lutherans For Life, which educates for all LIFE issues, and provides 
hope for those who have had an abortion through Word of Hope at www.word-of-hope.org or 
phone 888-217-8679.  Thankfully, joyfully, we have wonderful pregnancy support resources, such as 
A Beacon of Hope at 2750 Old Alabama Road, Ste. 100, Johns Creek, or 678-893-5290. 
 
Psalm 22:30-31:  Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.  They will 
proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn -- for he has done it. 
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LUKE COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
 
Luke Comfort dog needs your help!  Reaching OUT to 
the world God so loves happens Monday through 
Thursday and every weekend.  Do you just have an 
hour?  Will you please let me know? 
 
 We welcome small children and those that can just 
spare a few minutes of your busy schedule.  
 
Last month we read to Open Arms children, visited 
nursing homes, hospitals, schools, church members, 
malls, Walmart, a memorial service for suicide families, 
The Avalon, movies, and met beautiful hospice patients 
that are now forever friends!  
 
Last month was actually a slow month with all those 
visits!   Join  us,  if  you  feel  a  calling  to  serve!   We 
welcome and would love for your support, prayers and 

hands and feet of Jesus with the help of four   paws.  
 
Miss Judy 
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Open Arms enjoyed a Christmas season full of fun activities for the children and special events for the staff.  

The Open Arms Christmas Cantata was a huge success! It was standing room only, to watch our infants 

through after-schoolers perform their sweet and joyful and songs that helped bring in the Christmas spirit.  

The  children  enjoyed  a  special  Christmas  craft  day  organized  by  Ms.  Kisha  and  the  Parent  Volunteer 

Committee.  In addition, the parent volunteers organized a monthly birthday celebration for teachers and 

presented  each  teacher  with  flowers,  cards  and  homemade  cupcakes  for  all  to  share.   We  have  

some  excellent bakers in our parent group.  Ms. Kisha and Ms. Yolanda, put together a mobile treat cart 

filled with assorted treats and beverages for the teachers. The cart was pushed down the hallways complete 

with Christmas music to offer holiday cheer for the teachers.  The children of Open Arms was treated to a 

Christmas movie and Pajama Day complete with snacks.  The teachers and children came dressed in their 

Christmas  Pajamas  and  a  great  time  was  had  by  children  and  staff,  having  a  leisure  day  here  at 

school.   Finally, we had a Christmas Potluck luncheon for our teachers where they shared their favorite dish 

and recipe.  We were fortunate to have enough parent volunteers to cover all classes during lunch, so all 

teachers could enjoy lunch together.  Great food and fellowship were shared by all! 

 

The families and children collected several large boxes filled with new toys for the North Fulton Charities.  

Many children enjoyed a brighter Christmas thanks to the many families who contributed to this worthwhile 

charity.  Our Good Samaritan project will begin in January with a review of the past year and the plans for 

the 2019 calendar year.  

 

We are excited about the beginning of 2019 and are starting off with 10 new children, 6 of those in our 

Georgia Pre-K program.  We only have 1 openings left for this year in Georgia Pre-K.  We will start taking 

new  applications  for  the  2019-2020  school  year  for  Georgia  Pre-K  at  the  end  of  this  month.   It  is  

hard  to believe we are already thinking about 2020. 

 

The New Year is filled with new hopes and dreams for the year ahead. God knows about our wishes and 

blesses us with His word from Jeremiah 29:11 saying, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 

Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

 

Happy New Year from our Open Arms family!  
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CTS Website Photo Directory is coming! 
 
To Know: 
We are placing our church directory online as part of our CTS website. 
The directory will have the option for you to include a photo of yourself and/or your family. 
Our  church  directory  will  be  available  to  view  on  any  web  browser  under  the  “Instant Church 
Directory” program that we are using to build our church directory. 
Our desire is to have a place where members can connect with fellow CTS members. 
Please be assured that the directory is protected with special security to protect your privacy.   
Your account is protected by a username and password that only you should know.   
Search engines cannot crawl any of the directory data located in the password-protected portion.   
We only allow access to members who are entered in the directory.  Members have to register each 
device, and directories cannot be shared. 
Your data is held securely using a private cloud environment in a private data center with proactive 
24/7 monitoring for possible intrusions. 
 
To Do:  Steps to take to access the CTS church directory and submit photos. 

Go to https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/  to log in. 
You will be asked to enter your email address as it’s listed in our directory (as we currently have it 

on file).  If your email address isn’t listed in the directory or is incorrect, you may receive an 
error message when trying to log-in.  In this case, please inform Randy Potts at youth@cts.org 
and it will added or corrected.  

The first time you enter, click the “Create a login now” under the Sign In button.  Enter your email 
address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation.  Click on the link inside the 
email to confirm your email and log in with the password you just created. 

You will receive an Invitation to submit a photo which will be added by our site administrator.  
Watch your email inbox for an invitation from “instantchurchdirectory” 

Martin Luther King Jr. Ecumenical Worship Service and Unity March 
Monday, January 21, 2019 at 10:00am 

 
St. James United Methodist Church 

3000 Webb Bridge Road 
Alpharetta, 30005 

 

A group of CTS folks participated in this special event last year 
and found the experience to be worshipful and impactful.  We 
plan to attend again this year! 
 

If you would like to be part of the CTS contingent, please email 
Shelley Stenger at music@cts.org. 

 

mailto:youth@cts.org
mailto:music@cts.org


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

 
 
 

1 
CTS OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 

3 
6:30 am: IPG 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 

4 5 
7:30 am: MSG 
8:30 am:  PTM -1 
 

6  EPIPHANY 

Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
11:45 am: Christmas Décor 

Stow Away 
5 pm:  Guat. Team Mtg. 
6:30 pm:  NYG Mtg. 

7 

 
 
 
7pm: DG 
 

8 

 
 
 

9 

9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

10 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm: PTM - 2 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
7:30 am: MSG 
9am: Elder’s Mtg. 

13 
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 

 
 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm: DG 

15 

10:30 am: CTS  
Staff 

 
7pm:  PTM-3 
 

16 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
10am: 60’s Decade 

Study 

 

6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

17 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7 pm:  OA Bd 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
7:30 am:  MSG 
8am: 60’s Decade 

Study 
9 am:  SM 

Supervision 

20 
Worship HC: 8:45, 10:15 am 
SS, YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
7pm: DG 
 

22 

 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 
 
7pm: PG 

23 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
10am: 60’s Decade 

Study 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

24 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
7:30 am:  MSG 
8am: 60’s Decade 

Study 

27 
Worship HC : 8:45, 10:15 am 
YB 9:00;  ABS 10:15 am 
 
11:45 am: Church Council 
5 pm:  YPB/PL 
6-8 pm:  SNL 

28 
 

 
 
 
6pm: PTM-4 
7pm: DG 

29  
 
10:30 am: CTS  

Staff 

30 
9:30 am: OA Chapel 
9:30 am: WIW 
10am: 60’s Decade 

Study 
 
6:30 pm:   FaithINK  
7pm: WES 

31 
6:30 am: IPG 
10 am: LBS 
 
 
6:30 pm: PB, WT 
7pm: “Let It 

Snow” 
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Sunday Morning 
HC = Holy Communion 
TLC Nursery Ministry: 

Childcare Ministry, Pre-K & Below Infant 
& Toddler Nursery 

SS:  Sunday School, Pre-K - 5th grade 
ABS:  Adult Bible Study/Communities 
YM:  Youth Ministry 
 

 Youth Ministry 
MSY = Middle School 

Youth 
SRY = High School Youth 
YPB = Praise Band 
PL = Peer Leaders 
SNL = Sunday Night Live 
YB = Youth Blast 
FaithINK 

Bible Studies 
CH= Church History 
DG = Discipleship Grp 
LBS = Ladies Bible 
Study 
WES = Wed. Evening 

Bible Study 
MSG = Men’s Small 
Group 
PG = Prayer Group 
WIW = Women in the 
Word 
WSG = Women’s 

Small Group 
 

Music Ensembles 
PB = Praise Band 
WT = Worship Team 
CS = Celebration Singers 
O = Orchestra 

Team Meetings 
IPG = Intercessory Prayer 

Group 
MSTM = Midsize Shepherds 
PTM = Properties Team 

SR Youth Winter Retreat 

SR Youth Winter Retreat 

MS Lock-In: 
Fri. 8pm—Sat. 8am 



THE VOICE  January 2019 Sunday Servants PAGE 11 

Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church 
4655 Webb Bridge Road 

Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-0640 
Fax: 770-442-1043 

www.cts.org 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 
A Ministry of Christ the Shepherd 

4655 Webb Bridge Road 
Alpharetta, GA 30005 
Office: 770-475-6570 
Fax: 770-475-2219 

 Ushers Altar Guild Communion Assistants Sound 
System 

IMAG Counters 

  Jan. 6 
8:45 am 

Tony Raymer 
Randy Heinrich 
Sandy Heinrich 
Holly Schmidt 
Ron Schmidt 

Pam Malantis Barry Voss, Ronnie & Kathleen 
Jones, Jim & Nan Hermann, 
Chip & Dorothy Sutton, Pat 
Tillman, Bob & Karline Feller 

Joe 
Hendricks 
 

Riley 
Schroeder 

Peggy Allan 
Steve Barrand 
 

10:15 am Rick Harris 
Terry Eitmann 
Randy Redmon 
Robert Redmon 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Bill Salokar, Aileen Redmon, 
Scott Plate, Keith Steuer,  
Dieter & Sandra Kraft, Paul & 
Gerri & Schutes, Kim Hart, 
Dean & Mary Olson 
 

  Jan. 13 
8:45 am 

Debbie Sievert 
Craig Carter 
Curt Martin 
Janice Martin 

Sheri Nelson Bob & Karline Feller, Kim 
Martinez, Ronnie & Kathleen 
Jones, Erik & Kathy Barron, 
Gary & Ferne Church, Mary 
Thomason 

Jackson 
Vagner 

Jacob 
Magnon 

Kathleen Jones 
Risto 
Huovinen 

10:15 am Mike Hart 
Al Bowman 
Jackie Bowman 
Dean Olson 
Scott Sperry 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Cindy 

Youlton 

Mark Patzer, Kim Hart, Clay & 
Peggy Zimmerman, Scott & 
Leslie Martin, Mike & Sherri 
Kephart, Dean & Mary Olson 

Jan. 20 
8:45 am 

Lou Ingwersen 
Darleen Howard-

Binder 
John Jump 
Kevin Munley 

Beverly Scott Ralph & Shirley Folkerts, Mary 
Thomason, Kim Martinez, Jim 
& Nan Hermann, Chip & 
Dorothy Sutton, Merritt & 
Becky Beaver 

Dean Olson Erik 
Huovinen 

Peggy Allan 
Peggy 
Zimmerman 

10:15 am Jeff McCuen 
Bill Lawrence 
Gary Ream 
Carl Scarabelli 

Pre-Service:  
Kathleen Jones 

Peggy Allan 
 

Post:  Kay Hibbard 

Paul Shave, Aileen Redmon, 
Scott Plate, Keith Steuer, Dieter 
& Sandra Kraft, Mike & Sherri 
Kephart, Clay & Peggy 
Zimmerman 

Jan. 27 
8:45 am 

Dan Zarndt 
Rob Ambrose 
Stephanie Brand 
Steve Christensen 
David Lange 

Brenda 
Zimmermann 

Jerome Smith, Gary & Sue 
Sprouse, Pat Tillman, Erik & 
Kathy Barron, Gary & Ferne 
Church, Ronnie & Kathleen 
Jones 

Henry Quant Madelyn 
Barron 

Tom 
Hoynowski 
Craig Carter 
 

10:15 am Kevin Lane 
Ted Ohnstad 
Jake Scott 
Parry Scott 

Pre-Service: Brian 
& Shannon 
Forrester 

 
Post:  Cindy 

Youlton 

Paul Schutes, Carla Stiver, Scott 
& Leslie Martin, Gerri & Sarah 
Schutes, Kim Hart, Keith Steuer, 
Dieter & Sandra Kraft  

   


